
Olivia Haddow. Interior & Environmental Design. Design and Making.

Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design,  
University of Dundee, Scotland.

5.2022

[re]H   ME
A space to encourage sustainability and help combat the throw-away culture.



C
on

te
nt

s 01:   Introduction / 
                 Meet the designer.

02: The Brief

03: Research

04: Spacial Reference / 
Inspiration

05:  Thesis project 
development

06: Final Proposal

R
es

ea
rc

h
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

Fi
na

l
Designers 
Statement

I'm a 21 year old Interior and 
Environmental design student at 
the University of Dundee, Duncan 
of Jordanston College of Art and 
Design. As an Interior Designer 
I am inspired by spaces that are 
forgotten. Spaces that aren't living 
up to their potential. Creating 
environments that benefit individuals 
and the wider community.

[re]HOME is a honours project that 
contributes to the achievement of 
BDes Interior and Environmental 
Design, May 2022.

olivia.haddow
23@

gm
ail.com

@
oliviah_arts

p.2

p.3

p.5

p.13

p.19

p.43



[re]H    ME

A space to encourage 
sustainability and combat the 
throw-away culture.

 [re]HOME is a space in the City Centre of Dundee that is 
designed to expand the life of objects as well as retail spaces 
on the High Street. It creates a safe space for consumers to 
shop consciously. This adaptive reuse space is surrounded 
by re-imagined objects and materials giving them a new 
purpose and therefore re-homing them. 

The proposed site is the old Zara store and the three shop 
fronts that run parallel, of which three out of the four 
buildings are vacant.  Due to the gentrification of other 
parts of the city,  the increase of online shopping and over-
consumption, a once busy, vibrant area has seen a drastic 
decrease in footfall. Understanding the topical subject of 
over-consumption and fast fashion marks the beginning 
of change. The phrase ‘Over-Consumption’ is a broad term 
for consuming something in excess.. This term highlights 
the real problem with consumers and their shopping habits. 
Overconsumption not only effects the high street but also 
has a devastating impact on the environment , which my 
project [re]HOME helps to combat. 

 It is apparent that having a space that gives consumers 
the option to be sustainable may be the solution to the 
overwhelming problem of the throw away culture. The 
spaces are designed to encourage sustainability and offer 
consumers the opportunity to shop ethically. Attracting the 
wider community to Dundee and bringing life back into the 
City Centre.
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Exchange of Skills

Spark Communication

Encourage Social Interaction

The Brief
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80-83 High Street,
Dundee
DD1 1SD

I looked at the building and the 
surrounding area and this is where my 
5 key inspirations came from, these 
being:
- Sustainability
- Community
- Environmental
- Circular Economy
- Human Impact 

Scale 1:500

I chose this location as my aim is to raise 
awareness of the throw-away culture and 
create a new narrative for this space. Due to 
the throw away culture being a big part of 
the every day working of these shops I found 
this a fitting site in a prime location of the 
City Centre.

Overgate Shopping Centre

The McManus Art Gallery
and Museum

The Keiller Centre

Abertay University
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Size

Greggs H&M

Zara
(Vacant)

(Vacant)

(Vacant)
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Beth
 

“I consider charity 
shops an essential. 

Charity shops, 
especially in small and 
poorer towns make it 
easier for the less 
fortunate to shop if they 
cannot afford other High 
Street brands.”
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Volunteer at the Chest Heart 
and Stroke Charity Shop.

Laura

R
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ea
rc

h

“I think the High Street 
has to provide quality 
and affortable clothing 
for all budgets.
Most of my clothes now 
come from the charity 
shop. I enjoy the fact 
that these often are 
one-off items and they 
represent value for 
money. I also purchase 
items happy in the 
knowledge that it will 
help the charity with 
their work.”

Volunteer at the Highland 
Hospice Charity shop in 

Beauly

Sonya
“ I have received funding from 
the BHF in the past, so it is nice 
to be able to give something 
back.
I think people would be a lot 
more tempted to dump a lot of 
unwanted items if there were 
no charity shops.
The BHF recieves money from 
clothes that are not suitable 
to sell but can be recycled, so 
there is less wastage and helps 
the environment.”

Volunteer at the Brittish Heart 
Foundation

Volunteer at the Community Fridge 
on Perth Road, Dundee

Paul
“ Shops in the local area of 
Dundee support the 
community fridge and are 
always happy to donate food 
that is due to go out of date 
within the next few days. This 
way it saves the shops from 
throwing them out and allows 
people to pick up these items 
at the community fridge free of 
charge. The aim of the fridge is 
to reduce the amount of food 
waste and also help the local 
community.”
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Years ago a person 
was unhappy, didn’t 
know what to do with 
himself — he’d go to 
church, start a 
revolution — 
something. 

Today you’re 
unhappy? Can’t 
figure it out? What is 
the salvation? 
Go shopping. 

-Arthur Miller

I constructed an Instagram survey to acquire insights into my followers 
shopping habits and also find out if they mend their clothes or throw them 
away. 
The survey was completed by 80 individuals between the ages of 18-25.

If an item of clothing needs repaired what would you do?

Mend it

Throw them 
away

Donate it

I found that 50% 
of the 80 people 
surveyed mend 
their own clothes, 
25% throw them 
away and the 
remaining 
25% donate. 

Shop Online

Shop in person

Shop in
intendant 
retailers

I found that 60% of 
people shop online, 
25% shop in person 
and 15% shop in 
sustainable 
independent 
retailers.
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The Street Store
Cape Town, South Africa

The Street Store is a pop up store for the homeless where gently used donations are hung on 
cardboard hangers and therefore giving the homeless a ‘retail’ experience.
It allows the homeless to have the freedom of choice, restoring integrity and empowering  the less 
fortunate.

Pass on Plastic
London Pop-up Store
Pass on Plastic pop-up shop in London is a sustainable apparel store that sells reusable 
sustainable alternatives such as cups, bottles and cutlery. Throughout the interior and exterior of 
the shop wallpaper displaying plastic waste is collaged to create a visual reminder to the 
customers to reconsider how they dispose of their plastic waste. Plastic pollution is a growing 
concern for the environment so this visual reminder highlights plastic pollution and creates a 
memorable experience for all involved.
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Dreimeta
Hostel St.Pauli in Hamburg, Germany

An elegant and an innovative hotel concept. The communication building offers comfortable 
accommodation for tourists and backpackers for young and old. All the rooms are quiet and 
original furniture. Here you feel at home and feel the authentic atmosphere of festivity St. Pauli. 
Built in 2011 and set up industrial style inspired Dreimeta hostel, the design consists of 5 floors 
and 89 double rooms with private bathroom, 28 of which are suitable as four bedrooms. The hotel 
is situated in an ideal location in the neighbourhood Schanze - many pubs and bars in St. Pauli, 
and the nearest subway station is about a 10 minute walk away.
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Warsaw Studio Kontent, NO WÓDKA
Berlin Pop-up Shop

This pop up store in Berlin sells Polish fashion, home wear and furniture.  The space exhibits Polish 
artists work. The store is kept minimalistic and features plywood and scaffolding painted white. The 
white scaffolding supported raised plywood floor sections and form clothing rails The store has 
moveable elements so that it can be adaptable. The interiors can be moved about and re-arranged 
to suit the exhibition. ”The front space consists of movable elements such as a counter, cabinets 
and shop window arrangement that can be connected, disconnected and shifted depending on 
the store needs.” The main concept created by KONTENT brings a new approach to product dis-
play, that thinks outside the norm of standard wall mounted shelves. The result is a large, self-sup-
porting structure made of scaffold beams and as the shop name NO WÓDKA suggests it breaks 
through the typical stereotypes with the interior design following this rule.
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Glore Store By Markmus and Neoos 
Design
First Sustainable clothing store in Germany

The Glore Store in Germany is a sustainable clothing store in Germany that incorporates bicycles 
into their shop decor. They have dismantled bicycles both for aesthetic purposes and for displays. 
The displays are both stationary and rotating. The most sustainable way of transport is bt bicycle 
so this is a fitting inspiration for the shop. The shop uses parts of 4 bicycles and are used to 
display the sustainable clothing.

Snarkitecture
Los Angeles Industrial Space into a Pop-up Shop

This pop-up shop in Los Angeles is an immersive clothing shop for the brand COS. The space 
slowly transitions from cool, cold colours into a warmer pink colour. These distinctive colours helps 
the customer navigate through the space. The store featured garment displays with cut out 
silhouettes in the shape of items of clothing. These garment displays are made of steel. The space 
also benefits from mirrored walls giving the illusion of infinite space.
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Created an affinity map to 
help tie up loose ends and 
to make connections 
between my spaces and 
the themes I’m trying to 
portray.

My main themes are:
- Sustainability
- Environment
- Circular Environment
- Human Impact
- Community

Pinned up on my wall in my studio space

ConnectionAffinity Mapping
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I made some initial zoning diagrams to help plan out the space and organise 
what will go where. I found this useful as it helped me visualise the space and 
allowed me to experiment with the space till I found a plan that worked best.

Zoning of the ground floor 
including:
- Community Fridge
- Community Cafe
- Charity Shop
- Furniture up-cycle shop/
workshop
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“ Washing clothes 
releases over half a million 
tonnes of microfibres into 

the ocean each year.”
-The Conscious Club
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Communal washing line collage made with wire, printed 
tracing paper and embroidery thread.

Communal washing lines help to bring 
communities together, creating an
intentional interaction. Creates a shared 
space and encourages casual conversation. 
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el Simple sketch Models showing my inspiration 
from the central poles on the communal 
washing lines. The way they cross over and 
create a pattern is something I took interest 
from.

Model made from laser cut MDF

Experimenting with the angle and 
the position of the cross over to 
create different shapes and 
therefore different outcomes.
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patterns and created a
spiral staircase. These 
sketch models show my 
close link to the communal 
washing line idea, looking 
at both the central pole 
which in this case will be 
the spiral staircase and the 
way the lines all meet or 
come from a central point.

Looking at wall dividers 
coming from the central 
staircase.

Scale 1:50 Models made with 
laser cut MDF 
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Sketches of the pattern and 
its form stretching up through 
all three floors and emerging 
on the rooftop garden.

Experimenting with different
spacing and different angles to 
see the different effects.
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Staircase Technical drawing 
showing the Plan and Elevation 
views.

Sketched idea of the spiral stair case 
and the dividers coming from the 
central point.
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Over lapping the Coat Hanger 
and Peg. Both have the same 
funcionality but look extremly 
different. Overlapping them 
allowed me to make 
connection with similar shapes 
and also see the different 
shapes emerging.

Looking at the peg and pulling shapes from it. 
Deconstructing it and looking at the materiality.

Lino cut prints



37 [re]HOME                                                                            5.2022            IED/DJCAD                                                    38 [re]HOME                                                                           5.2022            IED/DJCAD                                                    

Exploring the spiral 
staircase idea with 
the plastic tube 
representing it. 

Plan View

Another sketch 
model looking 
at different cut 
outs in the floor 
to act as a way 
of connectng the 
floor together. 
Taking influence 
from the coat 
hanger shape 
and a circle to 
represent circular 
economy.

Plan View

S
ketch M

od
els
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Ground Floor Plan First Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan

Taking influence from the clothes peg and 
clothes hanger shapes to help me zone my 
floor plans.
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Looking at the City Centre and finding 
connections within the city. Combining my 
site and influences into a collage of my 
thinking.
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Interactive 
workshop
I set up  a user engagement 
workshop at a stall in the union 
as a way to gather insights into 
the shopping habits of some 
people in Dundee.

The three question I set out for 
people to answer were:
- What improvements would 
you make to the retail 
experience in Dundee?
- What do you feel the High 
Street of Dundee is missing?
- How often do you shop in the 
City Centre?

The answers to these ques-
tions would be written on card 
cut into clothing silhouettes 
and would be pegged onto the 
washing line of insights.
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I gathered the responses and looked into the feedback. From 
this interactive workshop it was clear that people generally didn’t 
shop in the city centre often as they feel there is nothing attract-
ing them to it. A few individuals pointed out that there isn’t as 
many shops open in the City Centre so therefore is not particular-
ly attractive.

From this user engagement experience I learned just how de-
pendant people are on the High Street, yet it is not living up to its 
potential.
People said they shop in the city centre as little as once a month 
due to this. Peoples perception of the high street has deminished 
in the past few years and its this that has inspired me make a 
change.

This experience really fueled my project and motivated me to 
create a space that attract people into the City Centre instead of 
it being a place people avoid.

1.
2. 3.

4.

1. Make the retail experience less sterile and corporate. There’s a saturation of 
large brands and not enough smaller retail outlets.

2. I mainly shop online. I feel like online shopping is quicker.

3. More shops that are open.

4. Sustainability, more vintage/second-hand.
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Concrete

Copper Pipe

Wooden Pannel

Painted Timber

Limestone

Uncut Wood

Uncut Wood

Sketch model exploring the tactile quality of found materials. 
These materials are a mixture of off cuts and abandoned 
materials assembled to produce an industrial looking sketch 
model.

This model helped me to explore the different qualities of these 
materials helping to explore form and materiality combined.

The found objects are repurposed and its this idea I’m 
interested in taking forward in my proposed space.
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The first step in the concrete process was building a mold for the 
concrete to be poured into. These molds were made from MDF 
wood and sealed with clay and topped with varnish.

2.

The next step in the process was to mix the concrete and pour 
it into the molds. The concrete was more wet than usual which 
helped to take to the mold and create more defined corners. Its 
important to push the mixture into all the corners to achieve the 
best finish. This process involved mixing  one part cement to two 
parts sand. The ratio for concrete is important as it determines the 
strength and durability of the medium when its cured properly. 

3. Before leaving to dry I ensured the air bubbles 
were all out to minimise the chance of the
concrete cracking and splitting. 

The molds with the wet concrete were left to dry. 
The longer the concrete is left to dry the stronger 
and more durable the concrete becomes.
I left the concete to fully dry and came back to 
check on it after three days.

4.

Due to the concrete drying too fast the mixture split and caused a small crack in one of the 
corners. This results in the concrete being slightly more weak and brittle effecting the durability. 
The crack was easily fixed by being glued together to help strengthen it. After discovering this 
issue i left the concrete to cure for an extra day to ensure it was fully dry.

5. When it came to de-molding the con-
crete I cut off the yellow tape that was 
holding it together and gently wiggled 
the sides untill they became loose and 
came away from the concrete.

The inner purple circle was a bit more of 
a challenge and involed drilling through 
the glue to loosen it and then carefully 
sliding the concrete up and out of the 
mold.
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One part 
cement to two 
parts sand.

One part 
cement, one 
part sand to 
one part brick 
dust.

One part 
cement, one 
part sand to 
two parts brick 
dust.

One part ce-
ment, one part 
sand to three 
part brick dust.
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Scale 1:200
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ly The clear acrylic sheets are placed 
inbetween the concrete layers to act 
as a divider. The acrylic is effective as 
it seperates the concrete but doesnt 
take away from the concerete 
materiality.

I shaped the copper pipe into house 
shapes that can be seen in my 
design taken influence from my 
partner charity Shelter. The coper pipe 
is pushed through the acrylic holding it 
all together.

The copper pipe add a bit of interest 
to the model and reflects the industrial 
look I was going for.
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[re]HOME is a space in the city 
centre of Dundee designed to 
expand the life of objects as well as 
retail spaces on the High Street. It 
creates a safe space for consumers 
to shop consciously. This adaptive 
reuse hub is surrounded by re-
purposed objects and materials, 
giving them a new purpose, “re-
homing” them. 
The proposed site is the old Zara 
store and the three shop fronts 
that run parallel, with the majority 
now being vacant. Due to the 
gentrification of other parts of 
the city,  the increase of online 
shopping and over-consumption, a 
once busy, vibrant area has seen a 
drastic decrease in footfall.
Understanding the topical subject of 
over-consumption and fast fashion 
marks the beginning of change. 
‘Over-Consumption’ is a broad term 
for consuming something in excess. 
It highlights the real problem with 
consumers and their shopping 
habits. Overconsumption not only 
effects the high street but also 
has a devastating impact on the 
environment.  [re]HOME helps to 
combat this.



59 [re]HOME                                                                          5.2022            IED/DJCAD                                                    60 [re]HOME                                                                           5.2022            IED/DJCAD                                                    

P
ro

p
os

al

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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10.

3.

2.

1.

1.

2.

3.
4.

5. 6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

Roof Top Garden

Hostel

Exhibition Space

Sewing Workshop

Community Cafe

Community Fridge

Charity Shop

Workshop

Materials Shop

Farmers Market
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1. Roof Top Garden
G

ro
w

Exchange Skills

Herb Garden

Outdoor Seating

Roof top garden attached to the hostel space. This allows the 
hostel guests to enjoy a scenic view from the roof while enjoying 
some of the greenery. The roof top garden includes a herb 
garden to help encourage guests to grow their own herbs and 
can be used to transfer skills and teach the younger generation 
the importance of looking after our planet. The act of gardening 
can be a communal activity that can be enjoyed by people of all 
ages so can be a great opportunity for the exchange of skills and 
communication.

The roof top garden was designed to be a social space 
and supports conversation through communal seating 
areas that acts as a safe space to communicate.  

Planters with 
built in seating
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2. Hostel
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Bunk Beds

Under Bed 
Storage

Bunk beds made from 
re-purposed 
scaffolding poles. This 
stops them from 
ending up in landfill 
sites and allows the 
guests to reflect. 

Bunk beds are ideal in 
a Hostel space as they 
maximise the space 
and allows the area 
to sleep more people. 
This then in-turn allows 
more guests to stay.

The under bed 
storage allows each 

guest to be 
allocated their own 

private space to hold 
belongings. This 
gives the guests 

peace of mind and 
ensures their things 

are kept safe.

Due to the lack of Hostels in Dundee I decided 
to incorporate a small hostel space. The Hos-
tel sleeps 26 people with a communal kitchen, 
seating area, work areas and shared 
bathrooms. The idea of the Hostel is that the 
guests can make use of the other amenities 
within the building like the community fridge and 
the community cafe. The idea behind the decor 
of the Hostel is that up-cycled pieces of 
furniture made in the workshop below will 
feature in the space.

Second Floor Plan
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3. Exhibition Space

Modular scaffolding system. Allows 
rails and table tops to be added or 
taken away so is easily 
adaptable depending on the 
exhibition.

C
re

at
iv

e
The Exhibition space is 
situated on the first floor which f
eatures a balcony overlooking the 
busy ground floor. The 
exhibition space is open planned 
which helps allow customers and 
visitors to navigate through the space 
easily.

The exhibition that has been design 
around is Hayley 
Scanlan. A Dundee based 
sustainable fashion designer. She 
creates one off items of 
clothing using sustainable materials.

It was fitting to use her work as an 
example in the space as she is a 
Dundee based designer and she 
strives to help combat fast fashion 
and over-consumption which 
[re]Home also strives to achieve.

Drawing of the Modular system.
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5. Community Cafe

Conversation
Taken influence from the communal washing 
lines and the shaddows they make. This is 
projected on the floor throughout my space.

Sample of the wooden engraved floor 
using polished oak.

The Community Cafe space is designed to encourage conversation and acts as a 
social space. The tables are designed for the ease of social interactions and are 
designed in a circular convenstion inspired by the circular economy influence.

To continue the industrial feel i used brick cladding, concrete 
with wooden acents. The furniture in the space is upcycled in the 
workshop on the premises. This saves the materials from going 
to waste and can mean they can be easily fixed or altered.

- Spark Conversation

- Social Interaction
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6. Community Fridge R
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The Community Fridge space is an important part in my design. The food will be donated by local 
food shops and will be given away free of charge. Food is an important part in everyones life so i 
feel everyone should have a fair chance to access this. Not only is it beneficial for the less fortunate 
but the community fridge would stop perfectly good food from going to waste and therefore is a 
more sustainable alternative.
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7. Charity Shop Shop

Repurposed 
wooded pannels 
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8. Workshop

Up-cycled 
corrugated iron 
cladding. This 
piece of iron would 
have ended up in 
landfill if it wasnt 
for the [re]HOME 
project.

S
kills
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9. Materials Shop
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