LADIES &
GENTLEMEN
ROCK & g™y

ROLL










“Thits pihllicaton celebiates MTV wiraing 40 in 2021, Throughont
will include bsitoxy; logo dewelopmant and archived pliomgraply
from the early years of the @ledsion channel,

MTV {ariginally an inktlaflsm of Music Televislan) is an Americau
cible channe] that Jaunched on Auguet 1, 1981, Based in

New York City, it serves e the flagship property of the MTV
Gnrerrainment Group, par of Viacom CRS Domestic Media
Neoworks.a division of ViacomCRS. Prior 1o launch, the network
wass first tested on Devember 1, 1977, as Sight on Sound.

The channal originally aired music videss and relie:d
programming as guided by wekvision persanalities known

e vitleo jockeys or 'V In e years since its Inception, i
signifivanily toned dowi i forus oi music in favor of original
en]ity programiming for teenagers und young adulis,
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MV original purpose was to be ‘music teevivion”, playing misic
videos 2477, guided by on-air persanalities krown s W, o vidso
jockeys inspired by D, for " Jockey"). It eriginal sogans were
*Youl never look at music the saine way again”, and “On cable. In
saren,”

WARNER CABLE

Music Telewision or MTV was a channel thar was creared by Viawm QUBE was an ineeractive cable TV system and it enal L

Miedln Metworks and it was launched on Augist 1, 1981, The idea of engape: by voting on things Wke hetr favorine albums, suags, and witiss.

eraating specialey chinnels such a5 MTV came from a division of Warner  During that ime, the voting was dope dirongh telephines

Communicarions called Warner Cable. They lannched de first two-wegy — and mail.

Interactive cabla TV systm in Columbus, Ohic and the named it GUBE

weblichy wag able tm offer & handful of specialry channels in 1977, Until ge day & man samed Robery W Pimman (ooe of (e
) ‘ ated TV and s sucoessful businessman) saw at QUBES o

Gne of the specialty channels was entidled Sight on Sound™ and it was  the potential i be taken in a more innovative direction. Fiti

& music chaniel that showed clips from different concens and other up with that idea when he was hosting a 15-minute show ¢

shows thit were music oriented. Geterally spealing, Sight ont Sound Traicks™ during the lae 70s. (i liea phus the fnveracy

clidn't show Ay inusle vickeos aod it wees more of 4 chiannel that was Wamer Cable used in QUEE helped et the stage for the birh o

made m showeas different music in various formas,

MTV launched at

MTV
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Befoue its faunch, MTV had lttle budget
for cuzative, The logn was originally
conveptualized by thice young graphic
designers—Pat Gurman, Frank Olinsky,
and Pani Rogoff—who had st up
shop in a tiny room In New York City's
Greenwich Village undes the moniker
Manhatiun Desigr.

Olinsly, wha recefved the brief from his
friend, the first MTV creative director
Fred Seiben, was tasked with designing
& logo for 8 24/7 music video channel
ata time when a “music video™ was a
foreign concepr. The winming design was
a blocky “M with s frecform 0" and *\”

Jeomic combination of (etters “M,” “T" and V" flickering trivmphant
Uy i place of stars and stripes—and signaling the launch of a redival
new television nenvork. This spor would kick off rearly four decudes
of MIVs impct or youth qulture, much of which has been successful
thanks to its ever-changing visual identicy,

with “Music Television”
printed underneath.

The logo remaind wichunged for neady

thirex: dcades because of its Dusdity. 1t
coubd be afty eclor er fextum—as well
as animated —apting, like msic o
the vicissirudes.of pop culture. D

the years, 4 semingly infinits number
af versions wers produced by varios
agentics (o embody the spint of MTV

MV Lo [cdspeaenn
MV Cnighad Lingo
Andbyrsof Lo

1BER{OFAVERSIONSENERE!

“MTV was the firatr
channel; bafars o
warhad shows on TV bur
warks had na!
co-faunder and f
aversaw the nefvark undl 1967,

TheIdez wisto ghve MTV aich 2
wong idendy, that vlewears
mine In bacauss of the natwork
Tosalf, he expialned “We
something that sad, We're
Ike TV [k va mood of the
Irreveren yout, but the sii-
ousness and réverence for muslc”

MTV'z early W antinr was provas
arive, colarful, unanalogedy, and
Inva eonstant s@te of flug. Plctnan
maid that making e deciion not
10 griow ald with viewses meant
that the nenwork had ra
comamndy chang.

“Evan I It was great, we had to
et rid af Ir, because then 1t was

yaur alfer brother's MT” be sld.

yaars worth of p
relevishan spats, an

campaigns crasnd

A New York
the wotk In th

medinm thar hash
how octiar media and
lpoks-and sounds™
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ROCKIANDIROULE;
ERIERINIRIUSH

TV alto sporoad the Second Brtish Ivasion, fesruring ext ing vides by UK ot wha
hend used che formet for sverdl yenrs - oxmaply on BECs Top ufthe Fops TV

targeced o1 cudimes of age 1360 34,

Iz the begioniog, MTV ouly kad by by ryntbenzed sounde 20d daice
about 120 videos {a its liban Thas beatr. This mmasic was mied with anew
wem played on conpagt otation cut generation of Ameran rock'e ol 1
with segmeats from vee-jaye. The anmgpeiae MTVe vides repartoire. la
video | E0% of the 1581, MTV e f
progranmisg o tha natwork: ‘oalsbrity contest entitled “Oue Night
Stand with Journey” whee oo lucky

Bacanse music clips wee oot vary

vimwer got to pead the pight withthe

popular amotg Amenia san s, tmod Journey.
entived furid 10 old footage of live

b 1i defimed MTV 21 2 viewer's
British actiste nach as Duran Duran,the pedwork: ooe whomoutent was
Burytbmics aod Huom o Leagoe depeadan on the viewes prefercaces

‘and iovolves the viswers io everydy

Thew Thiz evex baman a tread
oew poued for whih there wai Botera that cootioued with couterts michaz s
T wai christened *odw mus” which Wenbend with Van Halen and Boa Jovi

0o became * new wave, " It was defined

inYour Backyard '




TED T TR FOR 6 MOST 0F
RBROADADEFANEE n,
NESSHEURYTHMIGS!

y [lmlg TOINAMEY®

LJ[U[ ) NAGE T
IAMTARLHOUS ELGIE

18




Rock legend David Bovide alis questioned MTVs lack of bludk nrriss -
dunng an or-aic mterview with VI Mk Goodma in 1983
iy, Carolym B aker, whie wis blad,
el wity thie definition ofrmsic lad to e so panow, aedida few
othery vutside the network

Years later, Baker aid, “The party line at MTWwan chat we weren 't
1 black music becavee of the oh' — bt ihe reseudy was
We wir 5. W -eddge. We didn't
f i :
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Acoording o The Ausrin Chronicle,
Jacksoli's video for the sing "Billie Jean"
woas “the vidio that Broke the culor bar-
i, even dhough the channe] Imelf wes
responsible for erecting that barrier in
the first place.” Bur chaige was

not Immediate.

*Billie Joar” was not added m MTVs
“medium rotation" playlist (o t three
Eftings per day) unt it reachsd Mo, 1
o the Billboard Hot 100 chart.

T the final week of Marel,, It wis in
“heavyrrotarion”, one week before U
MTV debur of Jackson's "Beat 1" video.
Princes "Line Red Corven” jainec! both
wirleos in heavy sotation at the andi of
April. Ac the beginning of June, Elecerie
Avenue” by Eddy Grant joined "Billie
Jeesnt’, whicl weas sl in heayy rotaton
il mid-buie.

Acthe end of Augus, "She Warks Hard
for the Money” by Donna Summer was
in heavy totation on the channel:

Herbie: Hancoek's "Rockit™ and Lionel
Richie's "All Night |ong" werw plrced

i heavy romation at the end of Oetobe
and the beginning of November fespec-
tively. In the fnal wesk of Novenber,
Donna Summer's "Uncondidonal Love"
s in fieavy romtion.

When Jacksen's elaborare viden for
*Thrilter” was released lags that year,
Teising the bar for what a video could
e, the networks support for it was

tol; subsequently, mare pop and RRB

virlens were played
an MTY

Following Jacksan’s and Prince’s break-
thioughs on MTV Rick James did sever-
alinerviews where e brushed off the
aecomplishment as whentsm, saying o
2 1983 inte v, in an episode of Mike
Judge Presents: Takes from the Tour Bus
o James, that “any black artist thar
i) tlseir wickeo played on MTV should
pull their [videos] off MTV®
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e MV Videa Music Awards {commonly abbreviated us (e VMAs) is
‘mm_n}‘ﬂ"f’hwpmumadhy the cable channel MTV to honor the best

i thee music video medium.

1984 Al the first MTV Video
“Musle Awrards in 1984, Madonna
performed her i ke u Vg™
wearing 4 combinarion hustier/
wedding gown, nclnding her
tridemark “Boy Toy" belt. Dur
ing e performance, she rolled
~ound ori the flooe, revealing lace
storkings el u garicr

Cyndi Lawper spoke 0 "Exor
cist-eaque gibberish” 10 explain the
VM Tules right before winning
*the Besr Female video for Girks
Just Wint 10 Have Fun™.

David Bowie, the Beatles and
directon Rickard Lester were
rewarded with the frst ever Video
Vanguard Awards for their work in

pioneering the music viden

1988: A1 the 1988 Video Music
Awands Michael Jackson appeared
Far the fust me: A pre-recond

ed live performance of Bad was
shown" He was alep awarded the
Viden Vanguard Award, which was
Laster nenamed in his honor

198%: Conrrovessial comic Andrew
Dice Clay's appearance at the 1950
Viden Music Avards to promote
his new movie, The Advenmires of
Ford Faitlane, eaned him a “ife
time ban” fom the nerwork when
he inraduced Cher with soma

of his recently notorions nursery
thynies that coniained wlgi

Language and references. Alier

singer Vinee Nedl, leading ro a ver
bal hane berween Medl and Gams

Jod Rirse:

' Roses lea
19%0: AL (e 1990 MIV Vide Mu

pratie per
Nogue," wh
and hux back
in an 18ah-censtury
wirh Madonna hearing great
pesemblance 1o Mar
The performans
a dramatic ligor
nof Voie™ & well a8 her

becorseted treasts.

dramat







MUSIC

55 0SIAIE ANATIIME:

Alternarive rock is o cotegory of rock music that emeryed
from the independent music underground of the 1970 and
becume widely popular in the 1990s.

Mirvana led a sweeping canstion

wenkly altarnative music pro-
gram 120 Minnies and added the
daily Alternative Nation 1o play

videos of these and ather wwder-

into the rise of alrrmanive rock ground iesic a<is, Subsaquently,
and grunge music on MTV in grunge and aleernatise rock had
1991, with theirvideo for "Smells  a rise {n mainstrean colures,
Like Teen Spirie®, while 1980%-style glam beads and

tradinional rockers were phised
By lane 1991 going inio 1992, out, with a few excaprions soch &s
MV began frequently airing vid-  Acrosmith and Tom Perry
&ns from their heavi by promoted
"Biizz Bin", such as Mirvana, Pear]  (dder s such as IL.EM. and U2
Jam, Aliee in Chains, Sound- remained relevanr by making thoi
garden, Nine Inch Nails, Torl musle more axperimental or oon-
Amos, PM Dawn, Aested Devel:  temporary, MTV also played many
opment, Bjork, and Gin Blossoms,  hird rock acts such as Pantera,
Death-aind other deathyTwsavy met-
MLV increased rosacion of is all acts at the tirtie period, which

saw mozation especially in Head-
bangers Ball, a program equipped
for the gence,

THATAHAS NTRYESTHA CHIEN
RIMAINSEREAMIAUDIER
RISTERNATIVESSNATANEWAWAVES
MORENITRSIAIDISROSITIONA







