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AHRC Doctoral Landscape Award 2025
Candidate Application
It is essential that you discuss the application with your supervisor/s and have their approval to submit. Applications for both a PhD place and the DLA scholarships are due by 4pm Thursday, 15th January 2026. Late applications will not be accepted. 
Submit it  to: DJCADPGRAdmin@dundee.ac.uk; SHSL-PhD@dundee.ac.uk; and b.p.hoyle@dundee.ac.uk 

We strongly recommend that applicants attend the briefing and Q&A session run by the University or watch the recording. Applications must have supervisory support and reflect a knowledge of the DLA scheme in order to make it through the review process.
Applicants must not exceed word counts where stated – applications which exceed word counts will not be considered.

Personal Details 
Applications are reviewed anonymously. Personal Details will not be shared with reviewers. 
 
	Title
	First name(s)
	Last name

	
	
	

	Email  
We will normally contact you by email so please ensure you use an address you check regularly, and which will be available to you at least until September 2026
 

	Permanent Address  
 
 
 
 

	Correspondence Address if different 
 
 
 

	Eligibility 
Please indicate whether you qualify as a home, RUK or international student. 

	Mode of Study
Please indicate whether you intend to study Full-time or Part-time.


 
School(s) and subject area(s) of PhD Project  

	
School(s) If your supervisory team is drawn from disciplines covered by different schools and your supervisors are equally weighted (50%/50%), you may choose to select two. Both panels will review your application. 
 

Subject area(s) (e.g., Classics) At least one and up to two subject areas may be selected.  

 





Qualifications 
The AHRC expects applicants to have completed or to be studying towards a Postgraduate Masters qualification in a relevant subject.  If you are not in this position, you must use the ‘Relevant professional experience’ section to provide evidence that the training and development you have received is equivalent to that obtained through a Masters course in a relevant subject and, therefore, prepares you to continue to doctoral study. 





	
	Undergraduate degree
	Master’s degree
	PhD 

	Name of University or College plus country (if not UK)
	 


	
	

	Mode of attendance 
(full or part time)
	
	
	

	Month and year in which your programme started and finished (or will finish)
	Start date

	End date

	Start date

	End date

	Start date

	End date


	Qualification and title of award
(e.g. MA History)
	


	
	

	Degree classification/ grade (where awarded). 
Include any prizes or academic awards received, and note any distinctions or first class grades in dissertation or independent research components.
	
	
	



	Relevant professional experience (300 words maximum)  
You should only complete this section if: 
· You do not have and are not studying towards a Masters degree or equivalent, or
· You are returning to study after a considerable break in higher education, or
· You gained a Masters degree more than five years previously, or
· Your Masters degree is not in a relevant subject, and
· You have significant professional experience, which is relevant to your research proposal.
 
You should use this section to provide evidence that the training and development you have received is equivalent to that obtained through a relevant Masters course and, therefore, prepares you to continue to doctoral study.  




	Research proposal title 






	Research Summary (100 words) 
Summary of the proposed research project that will be comprehensible to non-specialists and suitable for PR and communication channels.  




	Research Proposal (1000 words) 
We seek original, innovative, cogent and coherent proposals, which are well-written in their entirety and have been designed for completion within the funded period. The methodology should be demonstrably appropriate and the whole proposal well-grounded in current research literature and/or practice. Full bibliographic referencing is not required. Please use the subheadings below to ensure that you speak to each section of the criteria. 


1. Research question(s)/problem
What question or problem is your project designed to answer, and why is it a timely and important one?

1. Research context, methods and sources, originality/innovation and contribution to knowledge (academic impact): In what context/s will your study be situated? What methods and sources will you use to answer your question, and why are they particularly well suited to do so? How will your project be original? 

1. Knowledge Exchange, Public Engagement & Impact: What plans do you have for identifying and engaging with groups beyond the academy who might be interested in, or benefit from, your research? Why might these communities be interested, and how might they benefit? How will you engage/communicate/network with these communities? 




	Preparedness to Undertake Doctoral Study and Complete a PhD (300 words)

Please explain how your academic and/or professional experience has prepared you to undertake this particular doctoral project, and to complete a project of this length within the designated time frame. You may wish to refer to : a) topic(s) and length of successfully-completed dissertations and modules; b) specific and appropriate methodological training and/or expertise (e.g. proficiency in a relevant language, particular IT skills etc.); c) work-based learning or employment in a relevant occupation, etc.; d) notable achievements, either academic (prizes, conference presentations, publications) or non-academic (professional or personal accomplishments, overcoming barriers, etc)










	Individual Training Plan (ITP) and Engagement with the Hub/University Training (400 words)

In this section, we want to hear: a) how you will use your training allowance to pursue bespoke training opportunities necessary for the completion of your research project and professional goals and b) how you will
engage with the cohort-wide training opportunities offered by the DLA hub and the University. Please speak to each under the separate sub-headings below. It is essential that these plans are discussed and agreed with your supervisor in advance of your application.

Individual Training Plan: How will you use your individual training allowance to complete your research and advance your preparation for the career of your choice?   This might include archival trips, language or methodological training, internships, a visiting artist or researcher position, etc. Briefly indicate which activities you will undertake, and how they are relevant to your research project. 

Engagement with the DLA Hub and HEI: Explain how you will participate in the life of the Hub, noting the collaborative training opportunities, activities, and schemes in which you intend to take part within the Hub and at the University of Dundee.






	Ethics and Research Integrity (300 words maximum)
Are there any ethical or safety issues attached to this research project and/or its impact plans? If so, how these will be addressed. 





	Plagiarism and generative AI

[Tick box] This application constitutes my own original work. I understand that if any plagiarism is detected in the review process, my application may be withdrawn from consideration. In drafting my application, I have worked with my potential supervisors but have not used generative AI to write my proposal or other parts of the application.





	SGSAH Requirements 
All SGSAH DLA funded doctoral researchers are required to participate in core training elements provided by SGSAH.  Key mechanisms for delivery of this training include Knowledge Exchange (KE) Hubs and Crucibles. 
Information about these can be found in the Guidance. 
 

You must be a member of at least one KE Hub. Please indicate which KE Hub(s) you will join: 
Citizenship, Culture and Ethics   □ 
Creative Economies   □ 
Heritage  □ 
 
You must be a member of at least one Spoke. Please indicate which Spoke(s) you will join:  
Concepts and Critiques   □ 
Empirical Enquiry   □ 
Creation and Practice    □ 





	Lead supervisor
Please provide the name and email address of your lead supervisor. 
	 

	Supervisor Email  
	 


 
	Ring-fencing and Optional Flags for Reweighting Scoring

[bookmark: _Int_GoZNA0Hr][  ] Please indicate whether you are eligible to be considered for ring-fencing against widening participation criteria. 

[bookmark: _Int_ldIegFvc][  ] Please indicate whether you wish to have your scoring reweighted under the optional flags listed in the guidance.



Data storage: Anonymised, limited special characteristic data (such as disability, ethnicity, and other health data) will be collected and retained by the University of Dundee to fulfil our contractual obligations to our funder, the Arts and Humanities Research Council.

Applications from nominees not in receipt of funding will be destroyed by 1st October 2026. Applications from nominees in receipt of funding will be retained for the duration of the studentship. This application may be read by up to twenty reviewers. 

	Contacts

Please direct any scholarship application queries to: DJCADPGRAdmin@dundee.ac.uk 
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