Letter of commitment to the priorities of the Concordat for the Environmental Sustainability of Research and Innovation Practice 

I, Professor Iain Gillespie, Principal & Vice-Chancellor, on behalf of the University of Dundee, confirm our commitment to the priority areas outlined in the Concordat for the Environmental Sustainability of Research and Innovation Practice.

The University of Dundee fully supports the priority areas outlined in the concordat. We will deliver against all the priorities in practice and recognise our responsibilities as a signatory, as set out in the concordat.

By signing this concordat we recognise the need to change how we conduct research and innovation as well as promote wider solutions. We also agree to take shared action now and into the future to reduce and eliminate our own environmental impacts and emissions and achieve the transition to sustainable practices.

The priorities set out in the Concordat align with the values and objectives of the University, as stated in our own Strategy, and will shape our ongoing work and action planning for the ambitious target of delivering Net Zero by 2045.  

The important role of research in tackling the climate emergency was paramount in our decision to establish the Binks Institute of Sustainability which the University intends will draw world-leading research and expertise together to maximise contributions to address environmental issues as well as deliver positive, impactful change. We are a member of the Scotland Beyond Net Zero initiative, a coalition of the Scotland’s universities, local partners and the Scottish Government, addressing key challenges associated with the climate emergency.

We are fully committed to continuing to develop research that is focused on reducing the environmental impact of its activity by creating a sustainable infrastructure and making better procurement decisions.  We do this already in our capital project design and assessment processes and through the introduction of sustainability credentialling for our suppliers and contractors.

The University works closely with local partners contributing to collaborative solutions for the region in working towards net zero. Publicly committing to this concordat is an important milestone on our journey towards achieving net zero.

Professor Iain Gillespie
Principal & Vice Chancellor
University Dundee
Wednesday 18 September 2024
