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Overseas Research Students Awards Scheme 2012
This booklet sets out the general conditions governing ORS awards, the procedure for applying for awards at the University of Dundee in the 2012 competition and the conditions of offer and acceptance of awards. PLEASE READ THIS BOOKLET CAREFULLY BEFORE COMPLETING YOUR APPLICATION.

1. About SORSAS awards

1.1 The Overseas Research Students Awards Scheme (ORSAS) was set up by the Secretary of State for Education and Science in 1979 to attract high quality

international students to the United Kingdom to undertake research. From 2005-06, the Scheme was administered by Universities UK on behalf of the UK Funding Councils and then from 2008/9 by the Scottish Funding Council. It is now a Scotland-only award as the original ORSAS has been discontinued in England.
1.2 SORSAS awards offer international students the opportunity to carry out a broad range of research at well-established UK academic institutions of worldwide recognition. Our awardholders make a valuable contribution, not only to the British research base, but also to economic, scientific, educational and other aspects of life in their own country. Meanwhile, their involvement in British academic life and the wider cultural experiences offered in the UK contribute to their personal development and can help increase their future opportunities.

1.3 The awards normally pay the difference between the international student tuition fees and the home/EU student tuition fees charged by the academic institution that the student attends/will be attending. SORSAS awards do not cover the home/EU fee element, maintenance or travel expenses.

1.4 New awards are granted annually, on a competitive basis, to international

postgraduate students of outstanding academic ability and research potential. The number of new awards made each year is subject to the funding available but the University of Dundee has been able to award 2-3 per year in the past.

1.5 The sole criteria for winning an award are: (1) academic ability and (2)

research potential. Other factors, such as: financial status, nationality, ethnicity, gender, age, disability, sexual orientation, religion/belief, marital status or any other inappropriate distinctions, will not be taken into account.

2. Eligibility

Who can apply?

2.1 International (non-EU) students who have been accepted (conditionally or

unconditionally) for admission by the University of Dundee as a full-time,

postgraduate research student for the 2012-13 academic session; or international (non-EU) students who are registered at the University of Dundee as a full-time, postgraduate research student at the time of application (subject to the conditions listed in sections 2.5 to 2.10 below).

2.2 Applicants who have been unsuccessful in previous SORSAS competitions

may re-apply.

2.3 Applicants who have been offered an SORSAS award in a previous competition but were unable to take it up may re-apply.

2.4 All applicants must be liable to pay tuition fees at the rate for international

students.

Who cannot apply?

2.5 Students from EU member states are not eligible for an award because they are not required to pay tuition fees at the full international rate. 

2.6 Students undertaking part-time, undergraduate or taught postgraduate courses are not eligible.

2.7 Students who have previously held an SORSAS award; hence they have received SORSAS funding in any previous year or years are not eligible to apply for a second (new) award.

2.8 Applications from students who fall into one of the following categories will not generally be accepted:

· those entering their final year of postgraduate research study in 2012-13;

· those who already have a PhD or equivalent, or who already have an established research career.

Necessary qualifications

2.9 The level of competition for SORSAS scholarships is very high and only those

students who, by the time they take up their award, hold an undergraduate degree with either first class or very good upper second class honours (or the equivalent) will be considered.

2.10 Applicants must normally be graduates of a recognised higher education institution within or outside the UK; or, if currently studying, they should be expecting to graduate by 30 September 2012.

Research subject area

2.12 There are no restrictions on the research subject area, except that the University of Dundee must be in a position to offer appropriate supervision. SORSAS awards are valid for arts/humanities, social sciences and science-based subjects.

2.13 However, a candidate’s proposed research project should offer good scope for intellectual training and the acquisition of manipulative technique and skills relevant to his/her subject area. It should also, where possible, provide him/her during the first year with the necessary skills to become a successful research worker in his/her field.

3. Conditions and regulations of the award

Regarding the offer, acceptance and validity of awards

3.1 Candidates may submit more than one application to academic institutions, however successful applicants who have been accepted for admission by more than one institution must inform the University of Dundee before the end of June 2012 whether they wish to take up their SORSAS award here. As indicated in paragraph 3.7, once a student is registered at the University of Dundee, SORSAS awards cannot generally be transferred to another institution.

3.2 Awards are offered on the condition that the candidate has met/will meet all the conditions required for acceptance by his/her institution.

3.3 Each award will be made on the assumption that there are adequate resources for the research project, and that the candidate’s proposed course of study is acceptable to the department, division or school in which they wish to study.

3.4 New awards offered in 2012 are valid only for the 2012-13 academic session;

deferral of the award to a later academic session is not permitted.

3.5 Awards granted for the 2012-13 session cannot be used retrospectively for whole or part of any earlier session.

3.6 To qualify for the award, students must register at the University of Dundee by 31 July 2012. Awards are valid only from the date of registration and any student unable to register by the stipulated date will forfeit his/her entitlement to the award.

3.7 Transfer of award to another institution

Only in the most exceptional circumstances can an award be transferred to another institution. Award holders wishing to request a transfer, and who consider that they have exceptional reasons for doing so, should submit a written request to the Postgraduate Office, Registry for consideration, outlining those reasons and including a supporting statement from their department, division or school.  The only circumstances under which the transfer of an SORSAS award has been permitted in the past is when a student’s supervisor moves to another Higher Education Institution and wishes to take the student with him/her.

3.8 Changes to the proposed research project

If an award holder wishes to make a change to: (a) the research project, or (b) the

supervisor or department specified on their application form, he/she must first seek approval from the Postgraduate Office, if the change is likely to result in a change to the awardholder’s tuition fees and therefore the SORSAS award made. He/she should write to or email the Postgraduate Office, outlining the changes proposed and providing confirmation of: (a) the Department's support for such changes, and (b) the tuition fees. Failure to inform the Postgraduate Office may make it necessary to recover the amount of an award already paid.

3.9 Leave of absence/suspension of award

If an awardholder needs to take time out from their studies because of illness, accident, fieldwork or for any other serious cause, they must report this as soon as possible to the Postgraduate Office. If the Postgraduate Office is not informed and continues to pay for a student who is absent from their studies – thus using up their 3-year entitlement, then funding for future years upon the student’s return cannot be guaranteed. If it emerges that the amount of time out a particular student is taking is so considerable as to be verging on part-time study, then the Postgraduate Office will review the situation and, if appropriate, terminate the award.

3.10 Holding other scholarships with an SORSAS award

SORSAS awards cannot be held concurrently with fully-funded scholarships such as a Dorothy Hodgkin Postgraduate Award, a Marshall Scholarship or one held under the Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan. Apart from these restrictions, other scholarships/awards may be held concurrently with an SORSAS award providing they do not cover the same area of funding (i.e. the difference between international and home/EU fees).

3.11 Financial Liability

Applicants must be aware of all the additional financial commitments involved when attending their chosen programme of study. Awards are granted on the understanding that the awardholder will take responsibility for any additional expenses incurred for the duration of study.

3.12 Termination of Award

An award may be terminated by the Postgraduate Office at any time under the following circumstances:

· if an unsatisfactory progress report on the awardholder is received from the Department, Division or School;

· if an awardholder ceases to be a full-time research student;

· if an awardholder is no longer required to pay fees at the full-time international research student rate.

·  See also paragraph 3.9 above.

SORSAS awards may not be used to cover part-time study or “writing-up” fees.

3.13 Applications are accepted and awards are granted on the understanding that awardholders agree to observe the conditions and regulations set out in this booklet and any amendments thereto which may be issued during the period of the award.

Payment of Awards

3.14 Payment of SORSAS awards is made directly to the University; no money will be paid to the student. Awardholders should produce the official University of Dundee SORSAS award offer letter when matriculating, as proof of the award.

3.15 Awards made for the 2012-13 academic session will cover the full difference between the 2012-13 home/EU and international student fee rate for the awardholder’s course. 

3.16 SORSAS awards do not provide for maintenance expenses or bench fees. 

3.17 SORSAS awards will not be subject to any deductions for outside earnings such as fees from teaching or demonstrating.

Renewal of Awards

3.18 SORSAS awards are granted for one year in the first instance but will be

renewed, subject to the awardholder’s satisfactory progress, for a second and/or third year – up to a maximum tenure of 3 years, providing the awardholder is still engaged in full-time research (and excepting the circumstances stated in paragraph 3.12).

3.19 Awardholders are not required to apply for renewal of their award; the

Postgraduate Office will do so on their behalf providing he/she is making satisfactory progress. If renewal is recommended by the department, division or school, most awardholders will be notified in writing each May. However, awardholders who register later in the academic session may not receive confirmation of renewal of their award until later in the year. Renewal letters will be posted to the awardholder.

4. How to apply for an SORSAS award in the 2012 competition

Please ensure that you have read and fully understood Section 3 of this booklet

entitled ‘Conditions and regulations of award’ before applying for an award.

4.1 It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the proposed programme of research at the University of Dundee is both appropriate to his/her own needs and acceptable to the department, division or school in which he/she wishes to study.

4.2 Application packs (in hard copy and electronic format) will be available from the Postgraduate Office in January 2012. 

4.3 Applicants must apply using the official University of Dundee SORSAS application forms. No other means of application (e.g. CVs or letters) are acceptable.  

Please note that electronic submission of the SORSAS application is not permitted:  application forms must be printed and signed.

4.4 Applicants are strongly advised not to submit any enclosures (other than those specified below) with their applications.

4.5 Candidates are required to complete an application form and to provide two references and an academic transcript.

References

4.6 It is applicants’ responsibility to ensure that referees complete and return references to the University of Dundee by the due date of 18 March 2012.  The University of Dundee will not seek references on behalf of applicants.

4.7 The first reference should be provided by a teacher who has direct knowledge of the candidate’s undergraduate degree, or a referee who has knowledge of a candidate’s postgraduate studies at master's level.

4.8 The second reference should be provided by the candidate’s proposed

supervisor in the department, division or school where the candidate will be undertaking his/her research.

Academic transcript

4.9 An academic transcript should be included for each institution and degree listed in section 3 of the form.

4.10 Transcripts must be accompanied by explanatory information (in English) which makes clear the level at which the student has been assessed.

Completing the application form

Please follow these instructions very carefully as incomplete or incorrectly completed applications will not be accepted by the SORSAS Committee.

4.11 Please complete all sections of the application form. 

4.12 Please complete the application form in typescript or handwrite/print clearly in black ink.

4.13 Section 1

Please ensure you provide the full postal address at which you can be contacted from 1 March 2012. This is the address to which your letter, advising you whether or not you have been successful, will be posted.

4.14 Sections 2-8

These sections are self-explanatory. Please make sure you complete each section fully.

4.15 “For Office Use Only” section on page 1

This will be completed and signed by the Postgraduate Office so please leave it blank.

4.16 Section 9

Please ensure that you sign and date this section because unsigned applications will not be accepted.

What to do with your completed application

4.18 Completed applications must be submitted to the Postgraduate Office, Registry, 1 Airlie Place, Dundee, DD1 4HN.  

4.19 The timetable for the 2012 competition is roughly as follows. If there are any delays, you will be informed.

· Application packs available from January 2012.

· Latest date for completed applications to arrive at the University of Dundee: 
18 March 2012. 

· Assessment by the SORSAS Committee by 21 April 2012.

· Results letters posted to applicants from April 26 2012.

5. How applications are assessed

Selection procedure

5.1 As the number of awards offered each year is strictly limited by the funding

available, the SORSAS Committee will make awards to only the highest calibre students.

The SORSAS Committee

5.2 The SORSAS Committee comprises senior academic staff of the University of Dundee whose combined expertise covers a wide range of research fields. 

Assessment Criteria

5.4 Applications are graded solely on candidates’ previous academic achievements and their research potential; no other factors will be taken into account (see paragraph 1.5). Applicants’ aptitude for research work will be evaluated on the basis of their (expected) first and/or recent degree examination results, the referees’ recommendations and, where applicable, reports on postgraduate research work already undertaken.

5.5 The Committee’s decision is final and no further correspondence may be

entered into.

6. Announcement of results

6.1 Initial results of the 2012 competition will be announced in April 2012. All candidates (successful and unsuccessful) whose applications were forwarded to the SORSAS Committee will receive a letter from the Postgraduate Office and a copy will also be sent to the relevant department, division or school. Offer letters for successful students will detail the amount of the award granted.

7. Acceptance of awards

7.1 The offer letter for successful students will include instructions on how to accept the award, and the deadline for doing so. If the student is unable to take up the award, he/she will be asked to provide a reason why. This information is used for statistical purposes only.

7.2 As stated in paragraph 3.13 above, awards must only be accepted on the

understanding that the student has read, understood and agrees to comply with the ‘Conditions and regulations of award’ as set out in this booklet.

8. University of Dundee SORSAS Contact

Mrs Jayne Nicholson

Postgraduate Office
Registry

1 Airlie Place

Dundee

DD1 4HN

Tel: +44 1382 384035

Fax: +44 1382 384390

Email: j.e.nicholson@dundee.ac.uk
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