Fee Waivers and ILA 
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Before applying for an ILA you should check to see if you would qualify for a fee waiver (page 3).  Fee waivers are available to people receiving benefits or who are unemployed.  
ILA Scotland - it pays to learn 

ILA Scotland is a Scottish Government scheme that helps you pay for learning that you can do at a time, place, pace and in a way to suit you.  It’s for people who have an income of £22,000 a year or less, or who are on benefits.

£200 accounts – If you are interested in learning something new or brushing up your skills.  There is a wide range of courses available so why not have a look at our Course Search to get an idea of what’s available in your area. To find out more visit 

http://www.ilascotland.org.uk/What+is+ILA+Scotland/ILA+Scotland+£200+accounts.htm
Part-Time Fee Grant formerly known as the Individual Learning Accounts (ILA500)

The Part-Time Fee Grant of up to £500 (formerly known as ILA 500), is available to students with an individual income of £22,000 or less, provided they are studying 40 credits or more of a qualification, leading to an HNC, HND, ordinary degree, taught postgraduate qualification, Professional Development Award or Continuing Professional Development Award at Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework (SCQF) level 7-11. The SCQF level 11 funding will be reviewed after 2011-12 in light of economic conditions.

The ILA500 grant is no longer available through ILA Scotland and to claim the Part-Time Fee Grant the student must:

- apply to the Student Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS) no later than one month after the course starts, SAAS will not accept any applications for the academic year 2011-2012 until 1 June 2011;

- students can only apply by downloading a copy of the 2011-2012 Part-Time Fee Grant (PFG1) Application from the SAAS website http://www.saas.gov.uk
- paper forms will no longer be issued and all applications must be made by downloading the form from the SAAS website. Further information is available from SAAS on 0300 300 3137.

Once the learner has completed the application form, the institution

will input course and fee information to the form, after which the student will send it to the Students Awards Agency for Scotland (SAAS). SAAS will then send an award letter to the student and pay the fee directly to the institution.

The institution should endorse the application form in the same way

as was done for students applying for the part-time loan which this

grant replaced.

Facing redundancy? To find out how we can help visit 


http://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/redundancy.aspx


SFC FEE WAIVER SCHEME

FOR PART-TIME STUDENTS IN 2011/2012
Guidance Notes on Student Eligibility 

The part-time fee waiver scheme was introduced following the Government’s announcement in May 1998 of additional funding to support wider access within the Scottish Higher Education sector.  The scheme enables HEI’s to waive tuition fees for Scottish domiciled part-time students, studying towards a first degree, who come from lower income groups or are unemployed.  It is one of a series of initiatives aimed at widening access to higher education. 

Under the scheme individual students must apply directly to their University for fee waivers.

Criteria for Eligibility
There are two distinct aspects where criteria must be satisfied:

· Eligible courses;

· Eligible students enrolled on those courses.

Eligible Courses
In order to qualify for the part-time fee waiver scheme a student must:

· be studying part-time; and
· be following a programme of study that is credit-bearing at higher education level (that is, equivalent to at least level 7 or above of SCQF (Scottish Credit and Qualifications Framework) and is intended to lead to a first degree.

Students who already have a first degree may be eligible for a fee waiver to study for another first degree, provided they satisfy other aspects of the criteria.

Note:
Non-credit bearing courses and postgraduate courses do not qualify for this scheme.

Eligible Students
In order to be eligible a student must:

· be classed as eligible for funding according to the SFC funding rules, and;

· be Scottish domiciled. (Provision of a Scottish address by the student will be considered sufficient evidence of Scottish domicile.)

The student must also meet at least one of the conditions set out below:
(i) the student or student’s family are in receipt of:
● Income Support;

● Working Tax Credit;

● Pension Credit;

● Income-based Job Seekers Allowance; or

● Housing Benefit.
● Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
(ii) or the student is in receipt of:
● Carer’s Allowance (or carers who have an 'underlying

entitlement' to Carer's Allowance but gave up the allowance

to, for example, claim their pension);

● Disability Living Allowance;

● Severe Disablement Allowance;

● Attendance Allowance;

● Incapacity Benefit; or

● Contributory Employment and Support Allowance.

(iii) the sole income to the student’s family is DWP benefits;

(iv) the net income of the student’s family is lower than the threshold for receiving income support.

When a student is applying for a fee waiver, s/he must provide written confirmation that at least one relevant criterion is met.

*
Please note that a copy of a Jobseeker’s Agreement is not by itself enough, as usually there are no dates to show when the agreement began and whether it is still valid.

Changes to status during the academic year
A material change to a student’s status may result in the student becoming eligible for a fee waiver during a period of study.  Where such a case arises the University will seek to provide a fee waiver, or a rebate, representing an appropriate amount to reflect, in broad terms, the remainder of the year’s period of study.

A student may decide to change from full-time to a part-time mode of study during the academic year.  If this change in status results in the student meeting the eligibility criteria then, where it is practical, the student should be able to benefit from this scheme.  Such a case will be dealt with in the same way as any other significant change in status.

Situations may also arise where fees are waived at the start of a year of study, and then the student’s status changes materially so that he or she no longer meets the qualifying criteria.  In such cases the University will seek, where appropriate, to adjust the fee waiver to represent that part of the year during which the student qualified for the scheme.  Students must notify the University if a significant change in their circumstances arises.

General points 
Once confirmed as eligible for the scheme, and subject to absence of any significant change in circumstances, a student would normally expect to receive a fee waiver for each of his or her remaining years on a programme of study but the University is required to check at least every twelve months that the student is still entitled to the waiver.  The procedure for this is that the student re-applies on the standard form at or before the resumption of studies for each following academic year.

Students who are part way through an eligible programme of study may be considered for inclusion within this scheme if they are enrolled in further periods of study for 2012/2013 academic year or beyond.  Again, the student should submit a fresh fee-waiver application for each such extra course. There are no age restrictions relating to eligibility for the scheme.

Only tuition fees may be eligible for a fee waiver.  The costs of any assessment or examination fees are not eligible under the scheme.

 Registry, June 2011
             

APPLICATION FOR THE WAIVING OF TUITION FEES UNDER

THE SFC PART-TIME FEE WAIVER SCHEME 2011/2012
CONFIDENTIAL

1.
Your Family Name
………………………………………………………………….

Your First Name(s)
………………………………………………………………….

2
Address

………………………………………………………………….





…………………………………………Postcode……………



Date of Birth

………………………………………………………………….

3
Name Of Course
………………………………………………………………….

4 Do you or your family receive any of the following benefits?, please tick

Income Support


(
Pension Credit 
                                       (
Housing Benefit


(
Income Based Job Seekers Allowance  
(
Working Tax Credit

(
Attendance Allowance                             
(
      Severe Disablement Allowance
(
Disability Living Allowance                      
(
Carer’s Allowance (or carers who have an ‘underlying entitlement’ to Carer’s Allowance but gave up the allowance to, for example, claim their pension); or Attendance Allowance                (      Incapacity Benefit                                    (  

Income related Employment and Support Allowance


             (
5
Are you unemployed and actively seeking work?


YES/NO
If YES, how long have you been a registered Job seeker? 
( weeks (months

Evidence of receipt of benefits should accompany this application

6
Does your income or your combined family’s income

consist of only state benefits?





YES/NO
7
Is the net income of you and your family under the threshold

figure for receiving Income Support?




YES/NO
DECLARATION
I declare that the information given in this application is correct

Signed ……………………………………………………
Date …………………………………
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   Get your £200 towards learning something new

 ILA Scotland is a Scottish Government scheme that helps you pay for learning that you can do at a time, place, pace and in a way to suit you.  It’s for people who have an income of £22,000 a year or less, or who are on benefits.

 

If you are 16 or over and living in Scotland, you could get £200 towards the cost of learning with a learner account from ILA Scotland.    

 

If you are interested in learning something new or brushing up your skills there are a wide range of courses available so why not have a look at our Course Search to get an idea of what’s available in your area. 

 

If you need any further information just call our friendly helpline advisers on 0808 100 1090.
 

If you already know what you want to do, simply click Apply now to request your application pack.

Not sure what to do or need some ideas?
To read about what others have used their ILA Scotland funding for and how it's made a difference to their lives visit  http://www.ilascotland.org.uk/LearnerInfo/Benefits+of+learning.htm
Whatever course you decide on, make sure that you have applied for your learner account and that you have received your account card and account number before booking a course as you cannot use your funds to pay for a course that you have already booked.

Ready to Apply?  

http://www.ilascotland.org.uk/What+is+ILA+Scotland/ILA+Scotland+£200+accounts.htm

Need more help?  Call the ILA Scotland helpline free on 0808 100 1090 for all the help and advice you need.  One of our advisers will be happy to chat about what you might want to do and give you any help and advice you need to find a course that's right for you.
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