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Location  

Edin-Glasgow  

Site Area  

Case Study of Ardler  

Ardler is situated on the North West of Dundee and is an ex-council estate. 

The advantages of the development which will be used in Whitfield are: 

¶ The roads are designed to slow down the cars, public transport 

improved, natural surveillance over open space and finally the 

development as much as possible was designed around the existing  

vegetation.  

The disadvantages which are going to try and be avoided or modified 

within the design of Whitfield are: 

¶ The housing units were repeated block after block resulting in little 

noticeable changes making it hard to work out where you are to avoid 

this in Whitfield  there is going to be greater mix of housing.  

Desktop Study  

Figure 1: Showing Location of the site in comparison 

to Dundee and 2 of the main cities.  

Dundee is located in the East of 

Scotland north of Glasgow and 

Edinburgh. The site is situated in 

Whitfield, located approximately 3 

miles north east of Dundee city centre. 

The site is located in the north east of 

Whitfield and is approximately 2.5 

hectares.  

Policies at National, Regional and Local  level were identified:  

Figure 4: Showing the policy document front covers  

Figure 2: Showing the repetition 

of the same housing unit for the 

whole street.  
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Population Pyramid for Whitfield
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It can be seen in the pyramid that 

there is a high percentage of younger 

population which begins to decrease 

until the age of 40-49 where there is a 

peak. The population then decreases 

steadily with age. This meaning that 

there is not a great need for older 

residential care homes.  

Figure 6: The population pyramid for Whitfield 

2010.   

Household InformationðTenure  
History of the site  

¶ Whitfield originally became a town in the 1960ôs to 

accommodate the increased population of Dundee.  

¶ Whitfield was built in a Radburn layout in Skarne 

Blocks, 4/5 storey blocks, creating social problems one 

of which was lack of privately owned open space.  

¶ In 1988 the first stage of the regeneration programme 

identified in the early 1980ôs began which resulted in the 

demolition of the unhealthy and unsightly Skarne blocks.  

Figure 3: Historical maps from top  1970, 1980 and 1990 

Policy Context 

House types in Whitfield

Flats

Terraced

Semi-detached

Detached

This shows that the development that is 

going into Whitfield should avoid flats and 

terraced housing as there is already a large 

number of these within Whitfield. One of 

the main housing tenure that I will be 

promoting on the site is detached as there is 

a shortage of this 

tenure.  

Figure 7: Showing the percentage of 

housing types in Whitfield. And 

different housing tenure from left: flat, 

terraced, semi-detached and detached.  

Household InformationðDensity 

Figure 8: Example of 

lower density housing.   

Figure 9: Example of 

higher density housing.   

The average density in the UK is to have 25 

dwellings per hectare where as the average density in 

Whitfield in 2010 was slightly lower of 23 dwellings 

per hectare.  The density is going to be in the lower 

end closer to the layout shown in Figure 7.  

The gap between the 

houses is important 

as it adds to privacy. 

It also reduces the 

density of the houses.  

Figure 10: Example of lower density 

housing.   

¶ Scottish Planning 

Policy:  

¶ Housing Policy 

¶  Dundee and Angus Structure Plan:  

¶Housing Policy 2 and 3  

¶Transport Policy 3 and 4  

¶Environmental Resources  

Policy  6 

¶ Dundee Local Plan  

¶ Policy 4   Policy 5 

¶ Policy 55 Policy 67 

¶ Policy 72 Policy 75  

¶ Policy 82 Policy 83 

¶ Policy 86 Policy 88 

¶  Appendix 1  

 

Whitfield Planning FrameworkðInformation for housing, open 

space and the environment along with transport and residential 

parking standards were identified within this framework.  

Sustainable Urban Drainage 

The area needs to be 

drained to remove and 

control the ground 

surface water. There is a 

SUDs system in place 

around Whitfield to 

protect the water quality 

and the habitats of the 

wildlife around the area.  

As there is a system already in place it will be possible to connect there 

area up to the existing network. This will reduce costs and also increase 

the areas water quality.  

Figure 5: Shows the existing network for SUDS around the area. 

The site area should be able to be connected to the network which 

is in place.  



The site is North facing and approximately 2.5Ha in size. The site is fairly 

flat with a few small undulating areas which should be able to be levelled 

out in order to create a flatter site to build houses on the site. The very 

North of the site is an exception (indicated in blue) as it is very steep which 

can be seen in Figure 12.  

This area of the site is  

very steep. There is a 

very clear drop behind 

the exciting tenement 

block. There is bare 

rock face on the 

eastern edge of the 

site. This makes the 

north of the site  

un-buildable. 

Geographical Study 
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Standing at the very 

North of the site  

looking up towards the 

tenement blocks which 

are on the site at present. 

This pictures shows the 

slope increase up towards 

the houses.  

These are the main 

areas of mature 

vegetation which 

means that where 

possible they will be 

maintained.   

Where possible these 

areas of vegetation 

will be maintained 

but if they have to be 

cut down other 

vegetation will be 

planted to replace.  

Topography and Vegetation  

Land Use  

Figure 14: Showing the 

location of the mature and 

other vegetation.  

Figure 12: Site Plan   

Figure 13: Site Photo  

Figure 11: Site Photo  

This map is taken from Dundee 

Council website showing there 

has been no planning 

applications submitted in the 

surrounding area, meaning that 

the development will not 

conflict with any proposals.   

The main land use in the area is 

residential with a few public buildings 

to the south of the site including an 

existing school and a proposed school, 

church and a bowling green.  

Figure 15: Showing that there has been no 

planning applications been submitted.   

Figure 16: Showing land use of the area   

Church  

Existing School 

New School 

Bowling Green 

Public Services  

The existing bus stops surrounding the site 

area are shown on the map. It can be seen to 

the North there are plenty of choice but to 

the South it is lacking. The schools which 

surround the site area are also shown.  

Legend:  

 - Site Area 

 - Schools  

 - Bus Stops  

Architecture of surrounding areas 

There is two blocks one of three 

sections and the other of four and 

these are the only remaining blocks 

of this style remaining in Whitfield. 

These are some of the cheapest 

prices homes within Whitfield the 

average price for Swallowtail Court 

over the last 5 years is Ã35,966.  

Haddington Avenue has a mixture 

of semi-detached, terraced and 

bungalow houses along the stretch 

of road. The average price of a 3 

bedroom house on Haddington 

Avenue over the last five years is 

Ã118,227 and a 2 bed house over 

the same period is Ã97,083.  

Views inwards and outwards 

Views out of the site  

Views into the site  

Legend: 

These views around the 

site should try to be 

maintained. The statue 

should also be kept as it 

shows the areas culture.  

Figure 18: Site Photo   

Figure 19: Site Photo   

Figure 20: Site Photo   

Figure 21: Site Photo   

Figure 22: Site Plan   

Accessibility 

Figure 17: Showing Bus stops and Schools   

Figure 23: Site Photo   Figure 25: Site Photo   

Figure 24: Site Plan   

Figure 29: Site Plan shown pedestrian and vehicle 

routes 

Legend:  

  - Main Pedestrian routes at present  

  - Main Vehicle Routes  

At present these are the main 

vehicle and pedestrian routes but 

when developing the site these 

may change as there will be new 

routes developing around the Life 

Sciences centre which will be 

bringing more people into the area.  

Electricity 

On the West side of the 

site there is an Electric 

Sub Station situated 

which is in need of 

work. In Figure 28 there 

is an example of what 

could be done to 

improve the appearance 

as it canôt be moved.  

Figure 26: Site Plan  

Figure 27: Showing the sub 

station is in need of 

improvement  

Figure 28: A sub station  

in Scarborough has 

been disguised as a 

house with very clear 

warnings on it.   
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