Participant’s Information Sheet

Consent Form Introduction
Specialist General Practice Training:  development of external work placed assessment

Dear Colleague

You are being invited to take part in a research study.  Before you decide, it is important for you to understand why the research is being done and what it will involve.  Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you wish.  Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  Take time to decide whether or not you would like to take part.

Thank you for reading this.

What is the purpose of the study?

Existing summative assessment and current MRCGP examinations are to be combined.  This new MRCGP exam aims to build on the success of existing assessments.  It is hoped to refine and improve on the current system.  External work placed assessment hopes to add useful information to the assessment process by the testing of a doctor’s performance (what the doctor actually does) in addition to existing measures of competence (what the doctor can do).  It is known that multi-choice examinations and clinical skills assessments (OSCE) have been proven to be valid and reliable competence assessments.  The purpose of the study is to answer the question “What other methods of performance assessment add useful, valid and reliable information in addition to MCQ and OSCE formats of assessment.

Why have I been chosen?

Your deanery has volunteered to help with the national development of a new assessment for specialist GP training.  As a current general practice registrar, samples of your work performance will be invaluable in order to test and develop a system of assessment.  No decision on the outcome of your training will be made as a result of the application of any tool of any assessment schedule being developed.  The outcome of your training for summative assessment and / or MRCGP will be by the existing measures alone.  

Do I have to take part?

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part.  If you do decide to take part you will be given this information sheet to keep and will be asked to sign a consent form.  If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason.  A decision to withdraw at any time, or a decision not to take part, will not affect the standard of training you receive or outcome of your summative assessment or MRCGP examination submissions.

What are the possible advantages and benefits in taking part?

We hope that the addition of “performance measures with demonstrable rigour” to the existing system of assessment will allow the development of a fair, wider and more trustworthy system testing “What the doctor does” in addition to “What the doctor can do”. This will be to the advantage of future colleagues in specialist GP training and to the profession in ensuring the development of clinical standards.

What are the possible disadvantages and risks in taking part?

Depending on which tools are to be piloted in your deanery, submission of work for the following will require submission not currently assessed by the present system.

· Multi-source feedback (electronic)

· Patient satisfaction questionnaire (electronic)

· Significant event analysis – written submission of two significant events

· Referral letters – anonymous submission of sample of referral letters.

Will my taking part in this study be kept confidential?

The samples of your performance which will be used to test the new marking schedules will be treated in strict confidence.  Your local deanery will know the identification (ID) of subjects taking part.  Each subject will be given an ID number in order to allow assessment of the tools involved.  The researchers collating information require the identification of submissions by ID number in order to analyse statistically the performance of the tools involved.  The researchers have no interest or requirement to identify names of subjects involved and named identification will not be collated centrally.

What will happen to results of the research study?

The performance of the assessment tools will be analysed and published.  Following analysis of these results a decision will be made by the Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board (PMETB) as to which, if any, of the tools are appropriate to sample work placed performance for a new and future system of assessment.

Who is organising funding for the research?

This work is being funded by the Royal College of General Practitioners and your local deanery.  

Who has reviewed the study?

The study has been approved by NHS research ethics committee (West Glasgow).

 It is intended to publish the results of the development of the system of assessment. You will not be identified in any report/ publication.

What tools are to be piloted in my deanery?

The following external assessment tools will be piloted in your deanery:

* Tools to be selected as appropriate for each deanery

	Tool 
	Description

	Video
	Combination of current SA and MRCGP video tools

	Audit
	Current SA audit marking schedule now changed to continuous rating

	Significant Event Analysis (SEA)
	Proforma to allow reflective account of a key event

	Referral letter review
	Review of ten consecutive referral letters



	Multi-source feedback (MSF)
	2 domain questionnaire using both clinical and non-clinical colleagues

	Patient satisfaction questionnaire
	Empathy questionnaire – CARE (previously published)


Contact for further information:

Further information is available from Mrs Angela Inglis at:

Tayside Centre for General Practice

The MacKenzie Building

Kirsty Semple Way

Dundee  

DD2 4BF

a.inglis@chs.dundee.ac.uk
Tel:  01382 420131
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