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	Work Update

	Tay Estuary Forum AGM/ Conference 2003 will be held on Friday 14th March 2003 at West Park Conference Centre, University of Dundee. All those who are interested in attending the AGM/ Conference should look out for the next TEF Newsletter, which will detail the day’s event or contact the Project Officer at k.finan@dundee.ac.uk or telephone on 01382 344933. 



	Research on Typical Beach User Groups is a project, which was carried out by an Msc Student within Abertay's Urban Waste Water Research Unit to investigate the relationship that exists between climatic conditions, pollution and the usage of bathing water beaches in Scotland. The work was undertaken at the request of the Scottish Executive and has been carried out in conjunction with the Tay Estuary forum and is now completed, although it is hoped that further funding can be secured to allow future investigation into the this interesting subject.



	Changes on the Steering Group. The TEF would like to thank Sandy Lonie for his contribution to the work of the forum while representing NOSWA on the Steering Group. We would also like to welcome Mark Williams who takes Sandy’s place on the Steering Group representing Scottish Water. Julia MacPherson will also be joining the forum representing Scottish Natural Heritage’s interests along the Fife side of the estuary.



	Ethics and the Environment Conference The Project Officer and Chair of the forum recently attended a conference run by the Unit for Social and Environmental Research (USER), University of Abertay. The theme for the day’s discussion centred on Ethics and the Environment: valuing Scotland’s Natural Landscape and consisted of a wide variety of speakers discussing very different topics. The list of speakers included the TEF’s Chairperson (acting) Dr Rob Duck, who gave an interesting presentation which was entitled  “The role of local coastal fora in valuing Scotland’s natural landscape, case study the Tay Estuary Forum”, which was well received by delegates.



	Angus Shoreline Management Plan (SMP) it is hoped that the Angus SMP will be available for public consultation early in the New Year. A list of places where the plan can be accessed for viewing will be posted on the TEF Website as soon as they become available.For further information please see the update article on pages 8 & 9 on this Issue of the Newsletter.
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linking the partnerships’ objectives to a coherent set of national objectives will help to give them direction. In addition effective partnerships require financial support and policy support and the status these confer, as well as the backing of those stakeholders who hold statutory powers for the coastal zone. 





it is worth pursuing these changes and voluntary partnerships should continue to be supported as the preferred ICZM delivery mechanism.





Recommendations are made at both the strategic and operational level. The study will be used to inform SCF’s ongoing deliberations on a national coastal strategy.





A copy of the Full report along with other studies commissioned on behalf of the Scottish Coastal forum can be accessed online at 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/environment/coastalforum/outputs-reports.asp" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/environment/coastalforum/outputs-reports.asp�














The Scottish Executive has published the latest in a series of studies on behalf of the SCF titled





 “Assessment of the Effectiveness of Local Coastal Management Partnerships as a Delivery Mechanism for Integrated Coastal Zone Management”. 





Undertaken by ITAD Ltd and BMT Cordah Ltd it involved a mixed methodology, employing telephone interviews, e-mail questionnaires, participatory assessment techniques, and review of key partnership documents and literature. The study concluded that:





voluntary partnership has been an effective mechanism to progress ICZM to its current state in Scotland. It was unlikely that any other mechanism could have achieved the stakeholder involvement and strategy planning as effectively as the partnership. The partnerships have achieved this on limited funding and the support of a core of dedicated partners.





partnerships have yet to complete what is considered one programme management cycle. The evidence is that the partnerships are becoming less effective as they progress round this cycle.








�





Martyn Cox 


Coastal Project Officer


Tele. 0131 244 1540





For more information please contact:
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e-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:Martyn.Cox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk ��Martyn.Cox@scotland.gsi.gov.uk�





Tayside’s Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Action Plans (HAPs)





A wide variety of salinity, soil type, wind and salt spray exposure, grazing pressure and fertiliser inputs are found here.  Thus a wide variety of different habitats, one of which is unimproved grassland, support a wide range of plants including maiden pink, clustered bell flower, as well as cliff vegetation such as sea-speenwort and Pellitory-on-the-wall.  Purple sandpipers overwinter on the cliffs and Turnstones feed on the rocky shoreline whilst the nationally rare Small Blue Butterfly utilises its food species kidney  vetch that  grows here.





The Sand Dune HAP includes the beaches  at  Lunan Bay,   those between  Kinnaber Links and Montrose, south of,  Arbroath, Carnoustie and Barry Links and Monifieth and Broughty Ferry.  These sites support, amongst other things, Adder, the  Small  Blue Butterfly, Greater Yellow Rattle, and Sea Pea and have in the past been home to Little Tern, Atlantic Tern, Common Tern,.  They also exhibit the different stages of sand dune succession.  





The two case studies on the following page describe the work being carried out to enhance two of these species, Terns and the Greater Yellow Rattlle.





For thousands of years the estuaries and coasts of Tayside have been an important source of both food and resources.  These beautiful and dynamic environments are the focus of the Coasts and Estuaries Habitat Action Plans that encompass Estuaries, Maritime Cliffs and Slopes, and Sand Dunes.  These were ceremoniously launched, along with the rest of the ‘package’ of Tayside HAPs, at SNH’s Battleby on the 30th of August.





The Estuaries HAP focuses on the Tay Estuary (covering from Perth right out to Barry Links) and Montrose Basin: together these areas represent 2.5 percent of the estuarine habitats found within Tayside.  These sites include a wide variety of different habitats and geomorphological features including sea-tidal sandbanks, intertidal mudflats, shingle, saltmarsh, reedswamps, and seagrass (Zostera) beds, which host all three types of seagrass.  Together they support a wide variety of different species including over-wintering birds, seals, otters, and Atlantic salmon. They also provide the necessary nursery grounds for Dover Sole, Sand Eel, and Herring.  





The cliffs from Whiting Ness to Ethie Haven and from Rickle Craig to Scurdie Ness form the foundation of Tayside’s Maritime Cliff and Slope HAP.  








�
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Barry Links Terns to face the future


A project to encourage Terns to return to Barry Links, one of the Actions from the Sand Dune HAP, has been implemented by Scottish Natural Heritage, the Ministry of Defence and the National Trust.  The project aims to encourage the return of the common and little Tern to the site.  Previously all five species of Tern were found at Barry Buddon but, due to predation and other factors, no birds have bred at the site for a number of years.  This project takes a three pronged approach to the problem each aimed at making the area more appealing to the birds.  Clay terns, made by local school children in conjunction with the Dundee Ranger service, will be placed on the site to attract and encourage prospecting terns to colonise the site and subsequently nest there.  Tern courtship calls will be played through loudspeakers, and a predator-fence will be constructed to protect against predators like foxes.  This project has caught the public’s imagination so much so that it may yet make celebrities out of all those involved!  It will be a number of years before we will be able to determine whether or not the project has been a success but hopefully we will see return and development of a healthy colony of all five species of tern in the future.





�





The Greater Yellow Rattle


The Greater Yellow Rattle’s most northerly population (by 150 miles) is found at Easthaven SSSI.  This vascular plant, which gains its name from its rattle-like seedpods, is hemi-parasitic; meaning that it relies on a couple of grasses for its survival.  It prefers low-density vegetation and for this reason site management aims to reduce the quantity of dense and dead vegetation on the site.  This October the Dundee Conservation Volunteers carried out work with these aims in mind.  Angus Council’s Angus Ranger Service kindly helped with the disposal of the vegetation removed from the site.  Their contribution to maintaining favourable conditions on the site has helped to ensure the continued survival and success of this rare and interesting plant.





For more information on Tayside’s Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Action Plan’s or how to get involved please contact: 		Anne Murray or  Shona Hill


SNH Area Officers, 


Scottish natural Heritage


Airlie, KIRRIEMUIR, 


Angus, DD8 5NP.





Tele: (01575) 530333
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Scottish Water is now supporting the National “Bag It and Bin It – Don’t Flush It” campaign which aims to promote the responsible disposal of personal products by asking members of the public to wrap and throw their bathroom and sanitary waste in the bin and not to flush it. 





Sanitary waste is a particular problem within the water industry as it  causes  blockages and





UK wide which, will help to tackle the problem more effectively.





So help keep our beaches and rivers clean 


Bag It and Bin It, Don’t Flush It.





damages screens throughout the sewerage infrastructure with many items ultimately escaping into the aquatic environment where they impact us all.





The BIBI campaign will build on the work of the former Scottish Water Authorities “Think Before You Flush” message. The company has adopted the BIBI slogan to ensure that one message is promoted 





�
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Paths to the Angus Coast





Access to the coastline is being improved at a number of locations in Angus.





A new 700m length of coastal path was created at West Links, Arbroath earlier this year opening up all abilities access to the beach beyond the existing formal esplanade.  The path was created by Angus Council as part of the Arbroath Path Network with the help of grant aid from Scottish Natural Heritage and the Angus Environmental Trust.





Some additional improvements have also been made to a popular coastal path on the east side of Arbroath, along the spectacular Seaton Cliffs.  The path had become narrow over the years due to encroaching turf, which has been removed to widen the path and used to infill eroded areas.  It is expected that the existing tarmac surface, which is worn and in excess of 30 years old, will be resurfaced early next year as part of Phase 2 of the network.





At Monifieth Seafront a new path to the beach is being built.  A boardwalk link and steps through the existing rock armour are being created with the help of a grant from Biff award and additional funding from Angus Environmental Trust.


Paul Clark, Countryside Access Officer, Angus Council
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 An interim suspension of the fishery, in line with the precautionary approach, is more appropriate for these fisheries which are characterised by lack of data and rapid expansion.





We are afraid this may be too little too late' said Monica Verbeek, Fisheries Policy Officer with Seas At Risk. As more traditional fish stocks have dwindled, fishers have moved in to deeper waters in a "goldrush" for new fisheries, causing a rapid decline.





In a recent report, expert scientists from ICES considered most exploited deepwater species to be "outside safe biological limits" due to these unregulated fisheries, indicating that stocks are over fished and severely depleted, or in danger of becoming so.





'Cod may have grabbed the headlines in recent months, but it is not the only species in danger of collapse. It is irresponsible to deplete one stock and then move on to overexploiting others such as deepwater species, in order to maintain fishing opportunities' says Bernadette Clarke, Fisheries Policy Officer with the Marine Conservation Society.





Deepwater fish like orange roughy grow slowly, can have a life span of several decades, and do not start breeding until they are several years old - even then with only irregular success. Therefore they are not able to cope with intensive or even moderate levels of fishing. Deep-water fisheries not only seriously threaten the fish species of commercial interest, but also other deepwater species and the habitats on which they rely, such as cold water coral reefs (Lophelia pertusa) and sea mounts.








Preliminary measures to regulate deepwater fisheries, adopted today at the Annual Meeting of the North East Atlantic Fisheries Committee (NEAFC), are a first small but positive step towards protecting vulnerable deepwater species and habitats.





With the decision to 'freeze' fishing effort at levels which do not exceed the highest level of effort put into deepwater fishing during recent years, as an interim measure, in anticipation of more comprehensive and stricter measures to be developed over the coming year, NEAFC has finally acknowledged the serious warnings from fisheries experts over the past decade and taken its responsibility seriously. 





But two environmental organisations; Seas at Risk and the Marine Conservation Society, believe that the measures adopted will not ensure the long-term sustainability of deepwater fish stocks and will be urging NEAFC to introduce stricter measures as soon as possible.





Experts from the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) advised NEAFC to drastically reduce the intensity of fishing and implement a system of fishing licences combined with closures of areas for fishing, gear limitations (such as a trawl ban) and quotas.  However, NEAFC have opted to maintain deep water fishing effort at levels which are already causing concern to conservationists and fisheries experts, rather than reduce fishing effort.





“Although we welcome the effort of NEAFC to adopt regulations for deepwater fisheries, the measure they have adopted today - freezing fishing effort at levels which are already considered to be too high - is clearly not enough in the light of the expert advice.





organisations will take place on the preferred policy options to be implemented by the Council for the Management of the Angus Coast from St Cyrus to Broughty Ferry over the next 50years. The SMP will outline the risks, to people and the environment, from coastal erosion; assess how these risks are to be managed; and set out monitoring procedures for these policies to ensure that future land use and development of the shoreline take account of these factors. 





The document will not identify how the coast is to be managed in engineering terms (i.e. by what physical means) but  will identify a defined strategy of management.





The consultation document will form the second stage of consultation of a two-part process.  The draft document 





Unfortunately the consultation process for the draft Angus Council Shoreline Management Plan has suffered a set back over the last 3 – 4 months, due to other work pressures. It was hoped that the plan would go out to consultation between September and November of this year (2002) with all comments collated together with a final plan issued in December 2002. The consultation process will now take place in the early part of 2003 with a final plan issued by April 2003, please see the estimated timetable for production of the final SMP at the end of this article.





The objective of the plan is to provide the basis for sustainable shoreline management policies over the next 50 years and set a framework for the future management of the Angus coastline.





Consultation   with   the   public    and 





More information about NEAFC can be found on the NEAFC homepage: � HYPERLINK "http://www.neafc.org" ��www.neafc.org� 


More information about Seas at Risk can be found on the Seas at Risk website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.seas-at-risk.org" ��www.seas-at-risk.org� 


More information about Marine Conservation Society can be found on the MCS website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mcsuk.org" ��http://www.mcsuk.org�





The ICES reports (ACFM 2000/2001/2002) are available on the web: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ices.dk" ��www.ices.dk�





For further information contact:


Bernadette Clarke, MCS, Fisheries Policy Officer:


Tel: + 44 (0)1989 566017


Monica Verbeek, Seas At Risk, Fisheries Policy Officer:


Tel: +351 96 5617846/ 21 4647255





As deepwater stocks move between international and EU waters, the NEAFC agreement on preliminary measures for these fisheries in international waters strengthens the regulations to limit deepwater fisheries in EU waters that will enter into force in January 2003.





The Angus Shoreline Management Plan
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For more information please contact:


Dougie Mackay 


Angus Council, 


Roads Department 


 01307 473384.





Advertisement/flyer of preferred management options for the Angus Coast.


Exhibitions within supermarket/public place, possibly manned, at the 4 key areas, also libraries. 





Area Forums will be used to highlight the plan and it’s purpose and relay details on the consultation process and how to get involved thus giving the wider community ample opportunity to ask questions and discuss the plan. 





Finally, the shoreline management plan has been based on historical information and a review of past studies carried out. Financial resources have not enabled large numerical models to be produced, which can back up the initial findings. Continued assessment of the various predictions will allow any adjustments to be made to the preferred options through the continued monitoring detailed within the final plan.





Stage 1 consulted over 120 individual organisations and groups through a questionnaire asking set questions with regard the current management of the coast and future aspirations. These were assessed and have been included within the draft document where possible (Specific section on consultation).





A review of a wide range of historical information relating to the coast has also been used in deriving the preferred policy options along with past, present and possible future trends.





Various methods of dissemination will be used during the consultation process to ensure that all those who wish to comment on the plan have access to a copy of the draft publication. The plan will be available on;





Hard copy (CD-ROM) to be sent to key bodies, with written response requested.


Placement on Angus Council web site pdf format (e-mail response).


Placement on Tay Estuary Forum web site pdf format (e-mail response).





Timetable of Production





Action�
Anticipated date�
�
Stage 2 Consultation�
Mid January – Early March 2003�
�
Collection and collation of consultation responses�
Mid March 2003�
�
Revision of SMP�
Late March 2003�
�
SMP submitted to Angus Council Roads Committee�
After Revisions are completed�
�
Distribution of final SMP �
Following committee approval�
�
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