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Tayside Biodiversity Partnership







Tay Estuary Forum

Part-Time Project Officer (50%)

(£17,451 – £19,486 pro rata)

Based at the University Of Dundee

The Tay Estuary Forum is seeking to appoint a part-time Project Officer.  The Forum is looking for a motivated, enthusiastic individual who can co-ordinate the continued progress of a voluntary coastal management partnership for the Tay Estuary and adjacent coastline.

Applicants must have an interest in and understanding of environmental systems, preferably qualified to degree level or equivalent in a related field (e.g. Environmental Science, Ecology, Geography, Planning), with good verbal, written, presentation and computer skills, an interest in environmental issues and a full and valid driving licence.

An understanding of estuarine and coastal systems and integrated coastal zone management would be advantageous, as would experience of obtaining external funds and experience of HTML and website development.

This is a fixed term, half-time appointment for 12 months in the first instance.

Informal enquiries can be made to Rob Duck (email: r.w.duck@dundee.ac.uk; telephone: 01382 344528) or Calum Begg (email:
calum.begg@portofdundee.co.uk; telephone: 01382 878121).

Further information about the work of the forum can be found at:

www.dundee.ac.uk/crsem/Tef.htm

Please send CV and covering letter (2 copies of each), together with the names, addresses, telephone and fax numbers of 2 referees, to Personnel Services, University of Dundee, Dundee DD1 4HN (telephone: 01382 344015).

Please quote Reference number: SE/302/1

Closing date: 21st  September, 2001
It is intended to hold interviews on 17th October, 2001
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The Marine Conservation Society to raise awareness of the problem of litter on Britains coast.  It is also part of the International Coastal Cleanup (co-ordinated by the Centre for Marine Conservation in the USA). The Beachwatch survey provides a ‘snapshot’ of the amounts of rubbish on UK beaches and is the only detailed national survey of its kind.  The information gathered allows the Marine Conservation Society to target major polluters and recommend action to reduce marine litter.





In Beachwatch 2000, last September, over 1,300 volunteers cleaned and surveyed 150 beaches around the UK, collecting and recording over 185,000 items of litter along 104 km of coast.  The results showed a 7% decrease in litter density from the 1999 survey, but also indicated that since the start of the Beachwatch programme in in 1993, beach litter has almost doubled.  Plastics contribute to over 50% of all litter , with the greatest source of beach rubbish coming from visitors to the area.
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Much more information about the Tay Estuary Forum and links to other related websites can be found on our website…


� HYPERLINK http://www.dundee.ac.uk/crsem/tef.htm ��http://www.dundee.ac.uk/crsem/Tef.htm�


Comments, feedback and suggestions are welcomed and encouraged, as are contributions for future issues of the TEF Newsletter, so please contact us.








~promoting the wise and suatainable use of the Tay~





�

















Scotland’s rivers, lochs and coastal waters are vital national resources – they are used for drinking water, are crucial habitats for a range of native species of fish and birds and represent an important resource for many industries.  Many of them are unspoilt and are areas of great natural beauty, but some are under environmental threat.  SEPA report, for example, that over 4,000 km of rivers in Scotland and 30 lochs are classified as ‘polluted’.





The Water Framework Directive, one of the most ambitious and comprehensive pieces of European legislation to date, will be implemented here in Scotland by the Scottish Executive and the Scottish Parliament.  The directive aims to ensure that all European waters are protected to a common standard and is welcomed by the Scottish Executive as an opportunity to protect Scotland’s waters thereby securing them for future generations.





Those particularly affected by the WFD include industries that depend upon water as a natural resouce e.g. hydro-electric companies, whisky producers, paper manufacturers and farmers; the water authorities responsible for the provision of drinking water and the collection and treatment of wastewater; and those who use water for leisure and sport.





existing threats and opportunities identified.  Following this, information will be gathered and published about key species such as otter, the bearded tit and smelt.





Each HAP culminates in a list of targeted actions which the LBAP partners aim to pursue.  These range from academic studies of the possible impacts of climate change and surveys to record detailed habitats and species that are present, to proposing a series of walks and activities so that the community can find out more about how estuaries and reedbeds function.





Our work in the future will be to address other coastal habitats and the species that they support – additional HAPs will include Maritime cliff & Slope, and Sand Dunes.





The Consultative Draft of the LBAP is now available, together with a summary document to explain the workings of the Tayside Biodiversity Partnership.  It is important that as many organisations and individuals are given the opportunity to comment on the drafts, sign up to the proposed actions – and to come up with new ideas, so please contact the Biodiversity Co-ordinator for either a CD-ROM or a hard copy of the LBAP draft.  Comments are welcome until 9 November 2001 so there is plenty of time to get involved.


Liz Garson & Catherine Lloyd





Further details are available from:  Catherine Lloyd, Biodiversity Co-ordinator, Tayside Biodiversity Partnership, Buccaneer Way, Perth Aerodrome Business Park, Scone, Perthshire, PH2 6PL





Tel: 01738 553390


e-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Tayside.biodiversity@ukf.net" ��Tayside.biodiversity@ukf.net�





Scottish Biodiversity Group website: ww.scotland.gov.uk/biodiversity





the coast.





Consultation with a wide 


range of interest groups will be an important part of formulating the SMP, in terms of obtaining information, providing an understanding of the main issues and identifying any further studies required.  It is hoped that TEF members will take this opportunity to voice their views and concerns for the Angus coast.





If you are interested in making a contribution or require further information please call Doug McKay or Katriona Finan, Roads Dept. Angus Council, on 01307 473384.


                                        �
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Littoral 2002 





The EUCC (European Union for Coastal Conservation) and the Federation Eurocoast announced recently that the Eurocoast-Portugal Association is organising the 





6th International Conference – Littoral 2002





from 22nd to 26th September, 2002.  The meeting will be held at the Faculty of Engineering, Porto, Portugal.  No agenda has been set as yet, but those interested in participating and/or receiveing further information about the meeting should contact the organising committee or Francisco Taveira Pinto at


� HYPERLINK mailto:fpinto@fe.up.pt ��fpinto@fe.up.pt�





Littoral 2000 was held in September of last year, in Cavat, Croatia.  The conference was attended by over 100 international scientists, engineers and managers and discussed various aspects of responsible coastal zone 





Ultimately, however, the legislation affects us all,  the health of Scotlands rivers and lochs being crucial to the well-being of the country as a whole.


For further information on the WFD, including how the legilative process works,  time-scales for implementation and the overall implications for Scotland, visit the Scotish Executive’s website: 


� HYPERLINK http://www.scotland.gov.uk ��www.scotland.gov.uk� 


An information leaflet can be found at: 





www.scotland.gov.uk/library3/environment/wfl100.asp





Alternatively, e-mail queries to  � HYPERLINK mailto:wfd@scotland.gsi.gov.uk ��wfd@scotland.gsi.gov.uk� 


or phone 0131 2440189


The directive can be found on the web at:





www.europa.eu.int/eur-lex





Things have been busy, as always, here at the Tay Estuary Forum since the publication of the last newsletter.  





Personnel at the TEF


At the start of the year, project officer Helene Burningham left for pastures new, and was replaced by Becky Taylor who has been working for the forum on a part time basis since March.


Allan Watt announced his resgination as Chair of the TEF in May.  Rob Duck, University of Dundee, has agreed to act as Chair whilst a replacement for Allan is sought.


David MacDougall, City of Dundee Council, has been elected onto the secretariat, the group responsible for overseeing the work of the Project Officer and the day-to-day running of the forum.





Other Issues


The Steering Group has met 3 times so far this year to discuss the on-going work of the TEF.  Funding remains a critical issue, specifically the








2001-2002 period, the Forum being most appreciative.


Other developments and ideas put forward by the forum and its members are discussed in the newsletter, along with articles of a more general nature.  We trust you will find something of interest, and thank you for your continued support for the Tay Estuary Forum.














Angus council has embarked on an exercise to produce a Shoreline Management Plan (SMP), on which the future management of its coastline will be based.  The plan is a non-statutory document that will provide the basis for sustainable shoreline management policies over the next 50 years and set a framework for the future management of the Angus coastline from Milton Ness, just north of St Cyrus, down to Broughty 





Castle at Broughty Ferry.





The SMP will outline the risks, to people and the environment, from coastal


erosion; identify preferred policies to manage these risks; set out monitoring procedures for these policies to ensure that future land use and development of the shoreline takes account of these factors.





The SMP is being drawn up in partnership with Angus Council and coastal specialists HR Wallingford.  In addition, Scottish Natural Heritage, the universities of St Andrews and Dundee and NOSWA will be assisting in bringing the plan together, along with a number of individuals and 


agencies with an interest in








management.


The Tay Estuary Forum was represented at Littoral 2000 by Helene Burningham and  Rob Duck (University of Dundee) who contributed a paper to the conference proceedings en-titled: 


‘Perspectives from a newly-formed ICZM voluntary partnership: The Tay Estuary Forum (Scotland)’.  





Copies of this paper and further information about Littoral 2002 can be obtained from the project officer.





Tay Estuary Forum


Ewing Building


University of Dundee


Dundee ~ DD1 4HN


Email: � HYPERLINK mailto:h.burningham@dundee.ac.uk ��r.taylor@dundee.ac.uk�


Web: � HYPERLINK http://www.dundee.ac.uk/crsem/tef.htm ��� HYPERLINK http://www.dundee.ac.uk/crsem/tef.htm ��http://www.dundee.ac.uk/crsem/Tef.htm��


Telephone: 01382 344933   ~   Fax: 01382 345415








9th Annual Beachwatch Survey





Marine litter, from plastic bottles and crisp packets to fishing lines and nets is spoiling local beaches and polluting the marine environment.  Marine debris kills wildlife including seabirds, turtles and dolphins.  An estimated one million seabirds and 100,000 marine mammals and sea turtles die every year from entanglement in, or ingestion of, plastics.  It also poses a health risk to beach visitors and harms local economies through repeated clean up costs and lost tourism revenue.  





Beachwatch is an annual UK-wide beach clean and survey organised by 





Beachwatch 2001 events will be taking place all over the UK on the weekend of September 15th and 16th.





Locally, beach areas being surveyed include those at Tentsmuir by Tayport.


Other areas to be included in the survey are: Port Laing (North Queensferry), St Davids Bay, Dalgety Bay, 


Ruby Bay (Elie), Temple (Lower Largo) and East Wemyss.





If you wish to take part in a beachclean at any of these areas then you can register as a volunteer by contacting:





Beachwatch 2001, MCS,


FREEPOST HR391, Ross-on-Wye, HR9 5ZZ





Tel: 01989 762064


Fax: 01989 567815


e-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:beachwatch@mcsuk.org ��beachwatch@mcsuk.org�





or by visiting one of the following web-sites:


 � HYPERLINK http://www.mcsuk.org ��www.mcsuk.org�


 � HYPERLINK http://www.adoptabeach.org.uk ��www.adoptabeach.org.uk�








�





Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP)


Estuarine & Coastal Sub-Group





The Tay Estuary is part of the coastal and estuarine resource of Tayside: a part which is greatly valued, but somewhat overlooked.  The Habitat Sub-Group of the Tayside LBAP aim to change that.





The Tayside Biodiversity Partnership is working towards the publication of a Local Biodiversity Action Plan for the whole of the former Tayside.  The emphasis is on action - although first we need to gather all the relevant information in the form of Habitat and Species Action Plans.





The Estuarine & Coastal Sub-Group has already written draft Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) for both the estuary and for the estuarine reed beds it supports.  The current state of information is assessed and any





Katriona Finan














Scottish Coastal 


Community Projects Scheme 2001





The Crown Estate  have recently announced the third year of this exciting grant programme.  


The annual grant award aims to give recognition and financial support of up to £5000 each to projects, large or  small, which will enhance Scotland’s coastal communities and public enjoyment of the Scottish coast.





Any coastal community in Scotland may apply for a grant.   Projects  must be for  general public or community benefit and must in some way  relate to the Crown Estate foreshore or seabed.   In 2000,  six communities benefited from the scheme, with projects ranging from the creation of an informal information point and  ferry waiting room to provision of enhanced safety facilities for vessels using local harbours.


Other eligible schemes might include improved access via slipways, jetties or paths, environmental improvements or research  and education projects.





The  Coastal Community Projects Scheme will provide between 25 and 75% of a projects costs, hence match funding is required.  Closing date for applications is October 22nd 2001.





For full details, an application for m and guidance pack, contact:
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securing of core funding with which to employ a Project Officer.  Although the role of the project officer is vital for the day-to-day functioning of the forum, it is not an end product that most potential fund-holders find particularly attractive.  Fortunately,  members of the Steering Group are providing further financial assistance for the








Scottish Coastal Community Projects Scheme, PO Box 7373, Perth, PH2 9WL





e-mail: � HYPERLINK mailto:coastal@caledonia.org ��coastal@caledonia.org�


or visit: � HYPERLINK http://www.caledonia.org/coastal ��www.caledonia.org/coastal�




















On 25th June,  the Tay Estuary Forum held a Focus Group Meeting to discuss potential projects of relevance to the Tay and the TEF.  Over 30 attended the meeting,  with representatives from local authorities, SEPA, various statutory bodies and NGO’s, local water authorities, local universities and the local business & industrial sector.


A half-day discussion revealed that an audit of the Tay and the associated coastal zone is required in order to establish comprehensive and accessible base-line data for the region.  Work on a database of this nature was taken to a preliminary stage by former Project Officer Helene Burningham, and it was agreed that this should be continued and updated.





Breaking down the estuary into different areas is the suggested starting point.  The data-base will then provide information on individual regions, and a comprehensive inventory of names and contact details of individuals and organisations involved with these specific areas and associated issues.  The setting up of the data-base will be an important step in the TEF’s commitment to conducting a coastal audit.  Ultimately,  the expansion of the data-base could lead to the development of a comprehensive library system. This is very much for future discussion, but such a library could represent an immensely useful ‘one-stop-shop’ for literature pertaining to the Tay and adjacent coastline.








In the meantime, in order to set up as comprehensive a data-base as possible,





 the Tay Estuary Forum needs information!





All data – biological, social, economic, geographical etc - pertaining to the Tay and adjacent coastline should be included in the data-base – the more the better!





If anyone has relevant information or data that could be added, then please contact the Project Officer.





The Focus Group Meeting was hosted by Angus Council, to whom grateful thanks are again extended.








�





information and guidance to the local and structure planning issues on the Fife


coastline.





It sets out strategic preferred options over 40 manage-ment units as how best to deal with the main issue of coastal defence.





It confirmed areas where known problems existed and has enabled more informed prioritisation of further areas requiring protection in the short to medium term.











£5m of coastal protection


measures have been constructed at the villages of Dysart, East and West Wemyss this year and the SMP assisted with the application and justification to attract funding from Central Government to enable these projects to go ahead.


Mike Thorpe


Road Structures


Fife Council


                       �











Dundee City Countryside Ranger Service have been  hosting an event to link in with the global celebration of the marine environment, raising public awareness and appreciation of our seas and oceans since 1996.





The first World Oceans Day was held on the 8th June (now recognised as World Oceans Day) at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro.





The Countryside Ranger event is staged in the lee of Broughty Castle, Dundee, a marvellous natural arena, on the first Sunday in June each year and so far we have had a mixed measure of success, mostly due to the weather.


The day consists of a variety of smaller events and activities which are conducted by a number of organisations and individuals invited along for the day.





 





In the past we have had a puppet theatre, pebble painting, face painting and story telling, various games and guided walks, coupled with many colourful and informative displays.





Organisations who have helped us celebrate our seas have included the Think-before-you-flush Campaign from Abetay University, Tay Wastewater Project, Scottish Wildlife Trust, Dundee City Council Arts and Heritage Department, Broughty Ferry Environmental Project, Dundee Naturalists Society, The Frigate Unicorn, Dundee Sub-Aqua Club, Greenpeace and, of course, the Tay Estuary Forum.





If you have not been contacted by us in the past, but would like to know more or feel you or your organisation would like to take part in next years event, which will be held on Sunday 2nd June, please contact David Ferguson from Dundee City Council’s Countryside Ranger Service on telephone number 01382 435911.  We prefer if you can provide some sort of activity for people to participate in and aiming especially at children (of all ages!).





Our most successful year attracted an estimated 800 people to the event.


Hope you can join us on 2nd June next year to celebrate the importance of our seas for wildlife and all life on Earth.


                                                                              �   














David Ferguson


Countryside Ranger





Fife’s SMP, one of the first in Scotland, was developed during 1998 and was finally published in June 1999.  The plan was produced by Fife Council along with funding partners SNH and Historic Scotland.


It is a non-statutory document but has been found very useful in providing





Lessons Learned…





A report entitled ‘Lessons learned from local coastal management partnerships’ has recently been prepared for the Scottish Coastal Forum, the Scottish Executive and Scottish Natural Heritage.


Nine major initiatives or ‘partnerships’ have been established in Scotland since the early 1990’s, including the Tay Estuary Forum, with the primary











objective of bringing together key agencies and stakeholders from different economic sectors to address issues affecting the sustainable use of coastal areas.  The current report by Peter Burbridge, an international ICZM expert, outlines the origins and early development of coastal zone management in Scotland, introduces the partnerships and analyses their experience to date during the early years, establishing themselves, develo-ping strategies and starting implementation.


Main conclusions from the report are that impressive progress has been made in 








fostering more integrated approaches to the manage-ment of coastal areas  using the voluntary approach.  There are, however, limits to what can be achieved using this approach and a stronger partnership between National Government and the Coastal Fora is needed.  The SCF’s Strategy for Scotlands Coasts and Inshore Waters will assist in this and provide robust support for the development of a more common vision.





Martyn Cox, SCF








Full report at: � HYPERLINK http://www.scotland.gov.uk/ ��www.scotland.gov.uk/�


environment/coastalforum
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